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1. Programme strategy: main development
challenges and policy responses

1.1 Introduction

Main objectives

The European Union as a whole should become a climate-neutral economy by 2050. This
objective is outlined in the European Commission's Communication on the European Green
Deal, including a proposed mechanism for a just transition. The achievement of the objective
is the focus of many national strategic documents. The main goals are determined by the
National Energy and Climate Plan of the Czech Republic. By 2030, the Czech Republic must
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 30%, i.e. by 44 Mt CO; eq., against 2005. By 2050, the
emissions should be reduced indicatively by 80% compared to 1990. The share of renewable
energy in the gross final energy consumption should reach 22% in 2030. Cumulative energy
savings of 462 PJ (new annual savings of 84 PJ) should also be generated by 2030. We expect
further adjustments to these targets during the 2021-2027 programming period in line with any
increases in the climate and energy targets of the European Union. Currently, coal mining can
be expected to cease in the period 2030-2038, and the government will create conditions for
the cessation of mining to be feasible before 2033. In the Karlovy Vary Region, we expect
mining to end by 2030 at the latest. In the Usti nad Labem Region, the CSA mine will be closed
in 2024, with other quarries to follow gradually until the final date of the coal phase-out. The
last CSM mine will be closed in the Moravian-Silesian Region in 2023. Along with the end of
coal mining, coal-fired power plants will be closing. Out of the major plants, the Dé&tmarovice
power plant in the Moravian-Silesian Region will be closed by 2025. For a large part of the
power plants, the coal phase-out is foreseen to end by 2030.

The coal is expected to end the soonest in the heating sector, where its combustion should
end by 2030.

The process of meeting the above objectives will require extensive structural changes in the
Czech economy. The objective of the Just Transition Programme is to mitigate the impacts of
the transition process on the economy, people and the environment. However, the process will
not have an equal impact on all Czech regions. Therefore, the programme focuses only on
regions that are or will be most affected by the consequences of the transition process
due to their dependence on fossil fuels or industrial processes with high greenhouse gas

emissions.

The next chapter describes the economic, social and regional differences that shaped the

definition of the programme's target regions and the setting of the programme’'s main
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objectives. In its strategic part and in the proposals of the priorities, the programme is linked

to the Territorial Just Transition Plan.
1.2 Economic, social and regional disparities

In the Czechia, the most significant impact of the process of transition to a climate-neutral

economy is expected in the so-called coal regions, which are:
o the Karlovy Vary Region,
¢ the Moravian-Silesian Region,
e the Usti nad Labem Region.

Coal regions are characterised not only by the heavy dependence of their economy on fossil
fuels and high-emission industrial processes, but also by the fact that they are structurally
affected regions classified as less developed under Article 108 CPR!. The transition impact
on them will be very significant as they face not only the transition itself but also a generally

worse economic situation and their capacity to absorb the transition is weakened.

The Karlovy Vary and Usti nad Labem Regions are the least economically developed regions
(59% and 64% of the EU average? respectively) in the Czech Republic. In the Moravian-
Silesian Region, the economic situation is better and reaches 75% of the EU average, yet the
region is still lagging behind the developed regions and the transition will have a negative

impact on it in the short term.

The coal regions have a significant share of employment in the declining sectors
compared to other regions. These are mainly coal mining and the fossil-fuel-dependent energy
sector. Total employment in the mineral extraction sector is 31 thousand persons. Of these,
9.4 thousand persons are employed in the Usti nad Labem Region, 9.0 thousand in the
Moravian-Silesian Region and 4.3 thousand in the Karlovy Vary Region. The coal regions
account for 73% of total employment in the sector.® This shows that, in the coal regions, mining
plays a significant role in the economy and the departure from coal will have more extensive

consequences than in the other regions - more new jobs will need to be created and more

1Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 laying down
common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion
Fund, the Just Transition Fund and the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund and financial rules
for those and for the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for
Financial Support for Border Management and Visa Policy

2 In purchasing power parity per capita relative to the EU27 average. Data for 2018. Source: Eurostat. Gross
domestic product (GDP) at current market prices by NUTS 3 regions. [cit. 5. 8. 2021] Available from:
<https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/regions/data/database>.

3 CZS0. Employees by sector of economic activity CZ-NACE. [cit. 05.08.2021] Available from
<https://vdb.czso.cz/vdbvo2/faces/index.jsf?page=vystup-objekt-
parametry&pvo=ZAMO03&pvokc=&sp=A&katalog=30853&z=T>.
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retraining or other elements of active employment policy will be required. Other industries
potentially vulnerable to the transition process will also feel the consequences, particularly the
chemical industry, metal production, foundries and similar energy-intensive activities. While
those industries are not directly affected by the move away from coal, to achieve carbon
neutrality, they will have to undergo a significant transformation that may or may not be
successful. The regions differ in the composition of their industries. The Moravian-Silesian
Region has a significant share of employment in metal production, metallurgy and founding.
The Usti nad Labem Region also has a strong chemical industry and the production of glass,
porcelain or cement. The Karlovy Vary Region is dominated also by energy-intensive industries
such as glass, porcelain and cement production. In the coal regions, attention must therefore
be directed not only to the coal jobs directly at risk, but also to jobs in other downstream
sectors.

The functioning of the economy is largely reflected in long-term unemployment. In regions
with functioning labour markets, the share of long-term unemployment is lower than in regions
with structural problems. Regions with poorly functioning labour markets find it more difficult to
absorb the economic changes in the extent brought about by the transition process. If long-
term unemployment is already high, it can be assumed that it will continue to rise as mines,
power plants or industrial plants close and the problems will only deepen. The Moravian-
Silesian Region has the highest rate of long-term unemployment at 35.0% of the total
unemployment. The Usti nad Labem Region has the third worst share (26.6%). The Karlovy

Vary Region is in the best position, with a share of 17.6%".

Differences in the structure of the economy among the regions are also reflected in
greenhouse gas emissions. In regions with high greenhouse gas production from
installations in the emissions trading system, a greater need for investment directly into
transforming the individual installations or addressing the impacts of their closure or
curtailment can be expected. The emission intensity of gross domestic product (GDP) (in
tonnes of CO, equivalent per CZK 1 million of GDP) is the highest in the Usti nad Labem
(86.4 t) and the Karlovy Vary (60.0 t) Regions, and the intensity is also higher in the Moravian-
Silesian Region (27.0 t)°.

Regional differences can also be found in the size of the area affected by mineral extraction,

which will require reclamation after the mining phase-out to allow further development of the

4 CZSO. Structure of job seekers in the labour office records - by educational attainment, age and duration of
unemployment (as of 31 December 2020) Available from:
https://vdb.czso.cz/vdbvo2/faces/cs/index.jsf?page=statistiky&katalog=30853.

5 EEA. Industrial Reporting under the Industrial Emissions Directive 2010/75/EU and European Pollutant Release
and Transfer Register Regulation (EC) No 166/2006. Available from: https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-
maps/data/industrial-reporting-under-the-industrial.
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area in accordance with the polluter pays principle. In the whole of the Czech Republic, the
area affected by mining is 495 km2. Out of this area, 42% is located in the Usti nad Labem
Region where lignite mining dominates. The Moravian-Silesian Region ranks second with
18.3%, mostly the remains of (black) coal mining. The third place belongs to the Karlovy Vary
Region, which accounts for 14.8% of the area affected by mining. Again, this is mainly the
effect of lignite mining. The indicator clearly identifies the need for investment in a new use of
the land left after the cessation of coal mining. A disparity can also be observed in the state of
readiness of the affected area for new activities. In the Moravian-Silesian Region, mining has
almost ceased (with the exception of the CSM mine, which should be closed in 2023), and it
is, therefore, possible to look for new opportunities for the territory. In the Usti nad Labem and
the Karlovy Vary Regions, large areas are still active mines and it is necessary to prepare the
territories for a complete closure of mining. Connecting these areas with the rest of the region's
territory and building the necessary infrastructure in accordance with the polluter pays principle

is also essential for further economic and other use.

Significant differences can also be found in the level of science and research in the regions.
In terms of the number of employees in science and research per 1,000 employees, the
Karlovy Vary Region is the worst with a value of only 1.7, the second worst is the Usti nad
Labem Region with a value of 3.25. Regions with a low number of research and science
facilities cannot attract new innovative businesses and their workers, and the move away from
traditional industry will have greater consequences for them than for innovative regions. In
these regions, it is essential to focus, among other things, on building the basic environment
and infrastructure for development and innovation. The situation in the Moravian-Silesian
Region is different. With a value of 8.7 it is slowly approaching the average value. However, it
is still lagging significantly behind the very innovative regions such as Prague or the South
Moravian Region, and further infrastructure strengthening appears necessary for the region's

transition.

Excessive market concentration and a lack of micro-enterprises may also negatively affect
the region's ability to overcome the transition period successfully. In terms of the number of
trade licenses, the Usti nad Labem Region is the worst, with 299 trade licenses per 1,000
inhabitants. The Moravian-Silesian Region follows it with 304 licenses. The Karlovy Vary
Region also has a below-average value of 338’. The transition process should entail measures
aimed at increasing entrepreneurship and overall support for the small business sector, which

will lead to greater diversification of the regional economy.

6 CZSO. Comparison of regions in the Czech Republic - 2020: 19-101. R&D employees by region. Available from:
/lwww.czso.cz/csu/czso/19-veda-a-vyzkum-ycc9gy5bl|.

7 MIT. Number of entrepreneurs and licensed traders by region. Available from:
https://www.mpo.cz/cz/podnikani/zivnostenske-podnikani/statisticke-udaje-o-podnikatelich/.
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The data presented above show that the impact of the move away from coal and towards a
climate-neutral economy will not have a uniform impact in Czechia. The coal regions are
already lagging behind in almost all key parameters. The transition process will further worsen
the situation, especially in the short term. In all regions, the transition will have a negative
impact on gross value added and employment. However, the severity of the impacts will vary
from region to region. In the Karlovy Vary Region, the growth of other sectors (especially
manufacturing and construction) will not be able to compensate for the losses in terms of gross
value added before 2030. The impact on employment will not be as strong, but jobs will be
created in lower value-added sectors. We expect a similar scenario in the Usti nad Labem
Region. The situation should be better in the Moravian-Silesian Region. Here, growth in the
other sectors could offset economic losses as early as 2024. This is due to the fact that the

process of coal mining wind-down is almost completed in the region.

The main objective of the programme is to minimise the short-term deterioration and contribute

to a rapid recovery of the economy, the environment and the social environment.

1.3 Investment needs and complementarity with other

support

The investment needs in each of the regions were mapped as part of the process of preparing
the Territorial Just Transition Plan. For this purpose, a system of collecting input from the
territory was prepared and coordinated by the regional authorities in each of the coal regions.
The regional authorities approached relevant actors and prepared projects that fit into the
transition story of the region. The aim was to get a comprehensive idea of relevant projects
that can be implemented in the 2021-2027 period and will help the regions to mitigate the
negative impacts of the departure from coal on employees in vulnerable sectors, transform
existing enterprises towards low-carbon operation, and support innovation or the business

environment.

The regions identified investment needs totalling CZK 179 billion. Of that, CZK 82 billion is
needed by the Usti nad Labem Region, CZK 53 billion by the Moravian-Silesian Region and
CZK 44 billion by the Karlovy Vary Region. This is an estimate of the potential in the regions,
which is gradually adjusted as individual projects are prepared. It also helps distinguish
between activities that will be supported directly by the Just Transition Programme and those
that other programmes will support. The identified investment needs show that these are
largely projects with existing market failures in the form of positive externalities. Therefore,
these projects cannot be financed from commercial sources alone and public financial support

is necessary. The projects have a societal benefit mainly in the form of:
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e arapid integration of workers into the labour market through new jobs and increased

skills;

e improving the structure of the economy, making it better prepared for future challenges
thanks to developing innovative, high-value-added industries and the SME sector;

e new land uses that allow public access to the sites, recreational or sport uses;
e preserving valuable mining cultural heritage that would otherwise be lost.

The above benefits are not experienced by investors directly, which gives rise to a suboptimal
investment situation that is remedied by public support. The support is directed towards the
internalisation of emerging externalities. For measures with higher market potential, we also
use support in the form of financial instruments. The planned use of the financial instruments

is described in the specific objectives of the programme.

The programme is designed so as to provide support in the regions concerned over and
above the other support programmes and to bring additional funding to these regions. We
will set the conditions of support and calls under the programme in such a way that there is no
overlap between the individual programmes, but that the support is complementary. This will
avoid double funding. Coordination will take place at the level of the Programme Monitoring
Committee, thematic working groups and call preparation platforms. Applicants from coal
regions can receive support from both the Just Transition Programme and other programmes

at the same time.
Environment Programme

The Environment Programme is the key programme that supports environmental
improvement. It is a cross-cutting programme supporting energy savings and renewable
energy sources in the public sector, investment support for households at risk of energy
poverty, climate change adaptation, water infrastructure, circular economy, pollution reduction
and biodiversity enhancement. The Just Transition Programme complements it, particularly in
the areas of territory rehabilitation and support for the circular economy. These are areas
where the needs of the coal regions go well beyond those of the other regions and additional

investment supported by the Just Transition Programme is needed.
Modernisation Fund

The Modernisation Fund is an instrument financed by revenues from the sale of emission
allowances and its main objective is to modernise the energy sector. While the Just Transition
Programme focuses on mitigating the impacts of the transition to a climate-neutral economy,
the Modernisation Fund aims directly at achieving energy and climate goals. The

Modernisation Fund supports, among other things, the modernisation of the heating industry,
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the construction of new renewable energy sources, the reduction of emissions and energy
consumption in large industrial enterprises, etc. In the future, support will also be extended to
measures aimed at energy savings and renewable energy sources in households to minimise
the risk of energy poverty. These are key areas for the actual transformation of the energy-
intensive economy of the coal regions, which will enable the phase-out of coal. The
Modernisation Fund will not only contribute to environmental objectives, but will also have
positive economic impacts and contribute to the retention of jobs in the modernised industry or
the creation of new jobs in the field of renewable energy.

The Modernisation Fund enables support for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions at
installations in the Emissions Trading Scheme without additional restrictions. Such projects
are, therefore, not supported by the Just Transition Programme. The Modernisation Fund also
provides advantages under the law? for applicants from coal regions and will play a similarly
important role as the Just Transition Programme in those regions. The advantages are set
depending on the nature of the individual supports and may take the form of a dedicated

allocation, bonus points in project appraisal, etc.
Technologies and Applications for Competitiveness Programme

Support for business and innovation development is provided through the Technologies and
Applications for Competitiveness Programme (PTAC). The Just Transition Programme will

focus in particular on the following areas, which PTAC does not adequately support:

e productive investments of small, medium-sized and large enterprises that are not linked
to the most innovative technologies of Industry 4.0, but correspond to regional

specialisations;

e small aid to entrepreneurs, which is lower than the minimum aid amounts applied in the
PTAC;

e entrepreneurship in the cultural and creative industries.
Integrated Regional Programme

The area of support, relevant to the Integrated Regional Programme, is support for schools
and non-formal education. Complementarity in these areas will primarily be determined in the
regional action plans of the regions. The Just Transition Programme provides support beyond
the actions identified in the Regional Action Plan, with an emphasis on education in the context

of the region's transition and new challenges.

8 Act No 383/2012 Coll., on conditions for trading greenhouse gas emission allowances

10
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Employment+ Programme

The Employment+ Programme is the key programme to support the unemployed and their
return to work. The programme provides support throughout the Czech Republic and naturally
concentrates funds in problematic regions, which are the coal regions. The Just Transition
Programme complements it and supports comprehensive projects of enterprises undergoing
transformation and as a result of which their employees need to increase or change their
qualifications, obtain additional social assistance, etc. The aim of the support is to avoid
redundancies altogether. The delimitation of the two programmes is therefore primarily based
on the specific needs of the target groups, which in coal regions are employees of enterprises
affected by the transition and targeted by the support from the Just Transition programme.
Other target groups including people who are neither employed nor in education or training
(NEETS), are supported by the Employment+ Programme. The Employment+ Programme also
supports activities targeting social inclusion in the regions.

Johannes Amos Comenius Programme

The Johannes Amos Comenius Programme supports only priority research infrastructure in
the 2021-2027 period. However, there is still a noticeable deficit in that area in the coal regions
and so the Just Transition Programme will support a wider range of infrastructure that would
otherwise not be supported. Given the high proportion of the least skilled persons in the coal
regions, support from the Just Transition Programme will promote equitable access to and
successful completion of quality and inclusive education and training. Higher rates of
educational failure, early school leaving and high rates of the least qualified are other
significant problems in coal regions. The Jan Amos Komensky Programme supports some
instruments to eliminate early school leaving and creates conditions to motivate pupils to stay
in the education system. These are preventive measures to reduce the number of people who
are neither in employment nor in education (NEET). Beyond these interventions, the Just

Transition Programme partially supports quality and inclusive education and training.
National Recovery and Resilience Plan

The National Recovery and Resilience Plan is the strategic document for the use of the
Recovery and Resilience Facility. The priorities are designed to help pull the Czech economy
out of the crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The National Recovery and Resilience Plan is an important complement to EU funding,
covering all substantive areas of support under the Just Transition Programme. Given this
broad focus of the plan, coordination and complementarity are addressed on an ongoing basis

at the level of the components and call settings. The setting is based on the fundamental

11
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principle that support from the Just Transition Programme goes beyond the financing from the

other programmes.
LIFE Programme

The LIFE Programme is the EU's funding instrument for the environment and climate action
and is used to support and develop environmental legislation in the European Union. It
supports nature and landscape conservation, environment and climate projects across the EU.
It aims to contribute to the development of a low-emission, resource-efficient, resilient and

climate-smart economy and to help protect and improve the environment and biodiversity.

Some of the LIFE projects already underway may also be relevant for the Just Transition
Programme. The JT Programme Managing Authority will create opportunities/conditions that
could lead to the exploitation of any complementarities and synergies with the LIFE

Programme.
Horizon Europe Programme

Horizon Europe is the EU's framework programme for research and innovation for the 2021-
2027 period. It has the potential to generate significant scientific, societal and economic impact,
contribute to climate goals and create new highly skilled jobs. New to Horizon Europe are
missions which are a new tool to tackle some of the major societal challenges facing us. The
missions set clear objectives that should be achieved within a specific timeframe. The overall
focus of the Just Transition Programme will contribute in particular to the mission of Adaptation

to Climate Change, including Societal Transformation.

Also, thanks to cross-border cooperation between researchers, the coal regions are planning
to be among EU hydrogen valley regions and regions that are engaged in a complete
hydrogen economy. In this direction, they will also be helped by operations of strategic
importance, for which universities or colleges are the project promoters in many cases. In the
future, we expect that thanks to the supported infrastructure, the coal regions will be actively
involved in the Horizon Europe programme and will thus be able to fulfil their potential.

Cross-border cooperation programmes

All three coal regions are eligible under the cross-border cooperation programmes (Interreg) -
Bavaria-Czechia, Saxony-Czechia and Czechia-Poland. These programmes focus, among
other things, on strengthening institutional cooperation and building mutual trust among the
population. The activities of these programmes can thus strengthen the effect of the Just
Transition programme by adding an international dimension and exchange of experience and
best practice. This is particularly relevant in the cases of Saxony and Poland, which also have

border regions eligible for support from the Just Transition Fund.

12
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1.4 Lessons learnt from past experience

So far, the transition of the coal regions has been addressed in the national Strategy for
Economic Restructuring of the Usti nad Labem, Moravian-Silesian and Karlovy Vary
Regions (RE:START strategy) approved in 2017. It is a strategic document implemented
through action plans that define tasks for various ministries. The tasks take the form of financial
support or systemic and legislative changes. It is a very broad strategy that influences the
setting of the EU-funded programmes as well as national resources or legislative measures.

Thus, the financial resources are not clearly linked to the defined strategy and the whole
process of supporting coal regions is complicated and lacks flexibility. Based on experience,
the government has decided that the resources of the Just Transition Fund will be provided
only through one programme and will not be disaggregated into relevant thematic programmes
to be implemented in the Czech Republic in the 2021-2027 period. This will ensure clear
accountability for the programme and a more straightforward strategic management process.
The programme is entirely new and does not build directly on any existing programme.
Previous direct experience is, therefore, very limited and we expect that there may be a greater
need for programme adjustments during the programming period than is usual for established

programmes.

Taking into account the experience of other programmes, the support in the Just Transition

Programme is divided into three basic forms:
A. thematic calls;
B. umbrella projects;
C. projects of strategic importance.

After the completion of the ex-ante evaluations, a fourth form may be added, if necessary:

financial instruments.

Thematic calls are a standard support scheme in many other programmes. This form is suitable

for a large part of the activities, but practical experience shows its limitations:

o the administration of a large number of projects is very demanding for the central

system;

¢ complex and comprehensive projects involving multiple areas of support are difficult to

support.

13
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In response to the first constraint, the programme will use the concept of an umbrella project,
which the MoE successfully tested in the 2014-2020 period for boiler subsidies. The Just

Transition Programme offers the possibility to apply the same scheme in other areas.

The second constraint is addressed by support through projects of strategic importance. These
are projects selected in advance that can have a significant impact on the transition of the
relevant region and often extend into several areas of support or combine capital and non-
capital expenditure, etc. These projects have a reserved place in the programme.
Nevertheless, all these projects will have to go through a standard appraisal process and their
support is not guaranteed.

With regard to the implementation of the European Green Deal, all interventions are designed
so as not to lead to significant harm to environmental objectives within the meaning of
Article 17 of Regulation (EU) No 852/2020 of the European Parliament and of the Council. The
assessment was conducted in accordance with the technical guidance for the Recovery and
Resilience Facility®. The assessment has produced certain support conditions requiring, for
example, a minimum energy standard, the achievement of Best Available Techniques (BAT)
values or linkage to strategic documents such as river basin management plans or waste
management plans. The terms and conditions of the aid are set out in a separate document

called Rules for Applicants and Beneficiaries.

Especially for the restoration of areas after mining, it is important to fulfil the polluter pays
principle. This is reflected in a number of legislative rules or aid procedures. Among the most

important rules are the following:

¢ when remediating a contaminated site, the applicant must provide confirmation that it

did not cause the environmental pollution and that there is no originator;

e mining companies are obliged to ensure the remediation and reclamation of the land

affected by mining and to provide compensation for mining damage:

o forthese purposes, the company shall create mandatory financial reserves in a

special account;

o the use of the reserves and the termination of reclamation are subject to a

decision of the state;

o until the reclamation is formally completed, no other activities can be carried out

in the mining area, e.g. no building permits can be issued, the area cannot be

9 Technical guidance on the application of "do no significant harm" under the Recovery and Resilience Facility
Regulation. (2021/C 58/01). https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021XC0218(01)

14
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freely accessed, etc. - therefore, to check compliance with the polluter pays

principle, it is sufficient to submit the general permits necessary for construction.

The next level is represented by the project selection criteria which, across the programme,
favour near-natural measures, green-blue infrastructure and environmentally friendly solutions
in general. Similarly, we motivate beneficiaries to behave responsibly and use green public

procurement principles.

During the preparation of the programme, a complete strategic environmental assessment
(SEA) was carried out in accordance with Act No 100/2001 Coll., on Environmental Impact
Assessment. The Managing Authority of the Just Transition Programme for the 2021-2027
programming period will ensure the effective application of measures to prevent, avoid, reduce
and compensate negative environmental and public health impacts, proposed in the
Environmental and Public Health Impact Assessment for the Just Transition Programme 2021-
2027, including taking into account the proposed project selection criteria by incorporating
them as conditions of support in the relevant calls, or by taking them into account in the
proposed general eligibility criteria in the Rules for Applicants and Beneficiaries. Where
relevant, the programme supports investments that successfully combine elements of
sustainability, aesthetics and inclusiveness in line with the principles of the New European

Bauhaus initiative.
1.5 Administrative capacity

The programme is administered by the Ministry of the Environment as the managing
authority in cooperation with the State Environmental Fund of the Czech Republic (SEF) as
the intermediate body. The institutions have long experience in the implementation of the

Operational Programme Environment in previous programming periods.

Both programmes use mutual synergies in their implementation structure, share some cross-
cutting agendas (e.g. operation of the monitoring system, methodological management, etc.),
and this leads to significant savings. However, many agendas are not transferable and so the
main challenge in the area of administrative capacity remains ensuring sufficient administrative
capacity for the new programme. Qualified administrative capacity, including the development
and use of human resources development plans, is ensured in accordance with the document
"Framework for strengthening the administrative capacity of the implementation structure of
European funds in the 2021-2027 programming period". The programme's technical

assistance supports the structure's strengthening and stabilization.

In addition to the central structure, the administration must involve representatives from the

concerned regions and the expert supervisors of the different supported areas. Therefore, the
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second major challenge is to set up a functional mechanism for involving relevant actors from
the central/sub-central public administration in the management of the programme. This need
is reflected in Priority 4: Technical assistance, which allows the programme to finance the

entities directly involved in the implementation structure and other cooperating entities.
1.6 Main tasks

Recommendation of the European Commission

The European Commission in its investment guidelines® states that the Karlovy Vary,
Moravian-Silesian and Usti nad Labem Regions will have the biggest problems with the
transition process. Among the key activities to be promoted in the territory, the guidelines
include investment in the establishment of new companies, productive investment in small and
medium-sized enterprises, the up-skilling and retraining of workers, and a new use and
regeneration of the unused sites. Together, the activities form a significant part of the
programme. In contrast, the recommended area of clean energy investment is represented
only marginally. The main public funding source for modernising the energy sector in the Czech
Republic is the Modernisation Fund. The Just Transition Programme focuses on mitigating the
impacts of, among other things, the energy sector modernisation. In this way, the two

instruments complement each other and provide comprehensive support to the coal regions.

Among the lower priority investments, the European Commission identifies support for
research and innovation, digitisation, investment in the circular economy and assisting

jobseekers in the labour market.

The programme is largely based on the recommendations of the European Commission and

so all these areas appear in the programme priorities.
National strategic documents

In addition to the aforementioned National Energy and Climate Plan, which is the basic
framework for the transition to a carbon-neutral economy, we have a number of strategic

documents at the national level with links to the transition process.

First of all, it is the Regional Development Strategy of the Czech Republic 2021+, which
defines six strategic objectives describing different types of territory. The fourth strategic
objective is the structurally affected regions, which include the (above-mentioned) coal regions.

The strategy defines six objectives:

10 Country Report Czechia 2020, Annex D: Investment guidance on Just Transition Fund 2021-2027 for Czechia.
[cit. 14. 12. 2020] Available from: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020SC0502.
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e ensure the establishment of small and medium-sized enterprises;

e increase foreign investment;

e support the growth of innovation performance;

e ensure competent workers for the industry, services and public administration;
e remove development barriers related to social instability;

e revitalise and regenerate the territory.

One of the strategies stemming from this strategy is the already mentioned national RE:START
strategy. The RE:START strategy proposes specific measures through action plans, aimed at
achieving the objectives of this strategy, and it contributes to the Regional Development

Strategy of the Czech Republic in the territory of coal regions.

Another important strategic document is the State Environmental Policy of the Czech
Republic until 2030, which lists among its objectives the necessity to erase the negative

consequences of mining activities and remove old environmental burdens.
Detailed links to the strategic documents are provided in the Territorial Just Transition Plan.
Horizontal enabling condition

The programme fulfils the horizontal enabling condition "Effective application and
implementation of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights." All the proposed priorities and
specific objectives of the programme respect the rights, observe the principles and promote
the application thereof in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter. The proposed activities
under the programme contribute to better protection and fulfilment of fundamental rights, in
particular Article 34 Social security and social assistance, Article 35 Health or Article 37
Environmental protection. The entire programme management system enables the managing
authorities to monitor compliance with the Charter at the level of specific calls and projects and
to check for violations of the Charter. The managing authority staff will be trained in the
application and monitoring of the respect of fundamental rights. Any problems are then
reported to the Monitoring Committee. Project implementers and other persons concerned can
fully protect their rights before courts and administrative authorities in accordance with Art. 47

of the Charter and Czech procedural rules.
1.7 Macro-regional strategies

The Czech Republic is involved in the macro-regional EU Strategy for the Danube Region. The
activities of the Just Transition Programme contribute in particular to the implementation of

priority areas 2 Support for more sustainable energy, 3 Support for culture, tourism and people-
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to-people contacts, 7 Development of a knowledge-based society (through research,

education and information technology), 8 Support for business competitiveness and 9

Investment in human resources and skills.

1.8 Transition challenges arising from transition plans

The main transition challenges, which are described in detail in Chapter 2 of the Territorial Just

Transition Plan, include the following:

The wind-down of companies in the coal industry and the related loss of jobs,
which must be prevented by actively promoting the creation of new jobs, the overall
development of the SME sector and improving the skills of employees

Decreasing employment in downstream industries that form supply chains, even if
these firms are not directly involved in coal extraction (e.g. mechanical engineering
firms) or they provide for the specific needs of coal industry employees (e.g. public

transport to the sites)

Changing training and skills needs resulting from the development of new sectors
and the disappearance of traditional sectors - this will require additional measures in
the system of schools, education, vocational training or retraining needed for existing

employees

Search for new energy sources and new materials - instead of using coal, it is
necessary to look for other energy sources and use available materials; the transition
therefore requires the development of renewable energy sources in all forms, including
transport alternatives, as well as increased efforts in the area of material and waste

recovery and an overall acceleration of the transition to circular economy principles

digitisation and robotics are essential elements in the development of new
decentralised energy solutions as well as in innovative production; sufficient investment

will be required in both competences and the necessary infrastructure

research and innovation should ensure the development of higher value-added
sectors, provide skilled jobs, increase the overall attractiveness of the regions,

especially for young people, and halt the outflow of people to other regions

in accordance with the polluter pays principle, reclamation and revitalization of post-
mining areas which currently represent a significant barrier to the development of the

territory
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e social stabilisation with the participation of residents in the development of their

regions and communities

The programme responds to all challenges in the proposed specific objectives with different
intensity according to the needs of each region.
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The Karlovy Vary Region is the least economically developed regif the Czech Republic. It is also a region with

significant lignite mining and downstream industry. The Usti nad Labem Region is the second economically weakest

region after the Karlovy Vary Region. The region is also characterised by the most extensive lignite mining, which

significantly impacts the landscape and quality of life in the region. There is also a strong representation of the energy-

intensive industry. The Moravian-Silesian Region is in many respects not among the economically weak regions, but the

consequences of coal mining in the form of the damaged landscape remain. A very important role in the region is also

played by heavy industry which has to undergo a transition process.

Therefore, significant adverse impacts of the transition to a climate-neutral economy can be expected in all three regions.

The main issues that the programme will address include:

Insufficient number of jobs for workers leaving the coal industry and for young people in the region in higher value-
added industries;

the dominance of employment in large enterprises in traditional industries that are threatened by the transition
process;

insufficient capacity for research and innovation;

large areas left after mining and related industry, for which new use is being sought;

problems of enterprises, undergoing or intended to undergo a transition as a result of meeting climate targets, with
the structure and skills of their workforce;

the educational composition of the population, making it difficult to introduce innovations and transform the

regions.
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2. Priorities

2.1 Priorities other than technical assistance

2.1.1 Priority Karlovy Vary Region

2.1.1.1 Interventions of the Funds

Related types of actions

A. Thematic calls

Under the specific objective, we support interventions focused on the key needs of the region

through thematic calls:

e new solutions and support for enhancing research, development and innovation,

such as:

O

@)

promoting research and development activities according to the smart
specialisation of the region with a priority focus on energy transformation,

emission reduction and new challenges;
establishing a decentralised network of smaller innovation hubs;

establishing and developing business incubators;

e reuse of the territory after lignite mining and the related industry including the

energy and heating sectors, namely:

O

O

planning and coordination of territorial development;

preparatory and engineering works;

remediation of contaminated sites and removal of unnecessary structures;
construction of technical and transport infrastructure in the territory;
near-natural measures and measures contributing to biodiversity conservation;

new land use projects that include a wide range of possibilities from public

infrastructure to new economic or public benefit activities;

e preserving employment in enterprises undergoing transformation as a result of the

implementation of the European Green Deal objectives; this assistance includes in

particular:

O

increasing the qualification of workers;
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o retraining workers for new industries;

o career consultancy;

o social counselling for workers;

o investment costs directly related to the change in the workers' needs;

e education system, specifically supporting vocational classrooms in secondary

schools in the context of the region's specialisation and new areas of development;

e infrastructure for extracurricular education to raise awareness of the region's

transition and climate change;
e strengthening social stability by promoting the cohesion of local communities.
The thematic calls also support interventions focused on high priority needs of the region:
o support for the business sector and direct job creation, such as:

o investment in fixed capital or intangible assets of enterprises for the production
of goods or provision of services, with an emphasis on fields falling under the
smart specialisation of the region (e.g. engineering, ceramics, porcelain and

glass, spa, balneology and tourism);

o support for cultural and creative industries, including through the development
of cultural and creative centres aimed, inter alia, at promoting traditional glass

and porcelain industries;

e development of new renewable energy sources and related technologies to enable

the transition to a climate-neutral economy, such as:

o supporting the creation of a value chain for lithium use and battery production

and the use of locally sourced raw materials;
o new local electricity distribution systems based on energy communities;
The thematic calls also focus on the priority needs of the region:

e the development of digital services and solutions in the public and private sectors,

such as:

o supporting digital innovations such as the introduction of BIM and digital

competences;
o supporting highly digitalised enterprises;

o building school connectivity;

22



Spolufinancovano —_—
Evropskou unii Ministerstvo 2ivotaiho prostiedi

e strengthening the circular economy, inter alia through waste prevention, reduction,

resource efficiency, reuse and material recovery of separated waste.

B. Umbrella projects

In selected areas, support will be provided through the regional authorities in the role of
beneficiaries of umbrella projects. The regional authorities will be subject to all the
obligations for beneficiaries of EU funds. Within the umbrella project, the regional authority, as
the grant provider, will award support to the applicants outside the common electronic system
of EU funds. The regional authority will, inter alia, keep records of submitted projects and will

regularly report information on supported projects to the Managing Authority.
A single aid granted to a final recipient will not exceed EUR 200 000.
The umbrella projects cover in particular:

e support for cultural and creative industries, start-ups and the SME support segment in

general;
o digital vouchers for SMEs and the public sector;
e support for human resources in schools;
e support for the preparation of public sector projects.
C. Projects of strategic importance

Within the specific objective, we also expect the implementation of projects of strategic
importance, which are included in the programme on the proposal of the Regional Standing
Conference of the Karlovy Vary Region and were selected using the methodology for the
selection of strategic projects!. As part of the selection process, projects were evaluated in
five consecutive phases. A key area of the appraisal was the assessment of the
transformational potential of the project and its impact on the territory. In addition, the feasibility
of the project, its potential environmental impact or its consistency with regional strategies were
also assessed. The list of projects of strategic importance is a separate annex to the

programming document.
Projects of strategic importance focus on the following areas:
o territory rehabilitation (5 projects) (key needs);
e research, development, innovation (3 projects) (key needs);

e entrepreneurship (2 projects) (high priority needs);

11 MoRD. Methodology for data collection and approach to strategic projects in the Territorial Just Transition Plan.
Annex 2.3 to the Territorial Just Transition Plan.
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people and skills (1 project) (key needs).

D. Expected contribution of the specific objective

The expected contribution of the specific objective is:

overall increase in the economic activity of the region, especially by focusing on
promising industries with high added value, such as the creative industry, energy-

efficient construction, support for renewable energy sources, etc.

diversification of the economy through the development of entrepreneurship and

increasing competitiveness of the whole SME sector

in line with the regional RIS3 strategy, creating new jobs and maintaining existing ones
in traditional sectors such as ceramics, porcelain and glass production, energy, spa,

tourism, sport and leisure activities

creating an innovation infrastructure base in the region to help increase economic
performance and mitigate the effects of the decline of the coal industry - in line with the
regional domains of specialisation, we place particular emphasis on new energy

solutions and balneological research
development of battery production, along the entire value chain

development of digital services and solutions in the public and private sectors, which
will in the long term strengthen the competitiveness of the region and improve the
quality of life of its inhabitants.

regeneration of important post-mining sites, which will enable further development of
industries, especially those in the regional domain of specialization, such as
mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, mechatronics, automotive industry,

spa and balneology or tourism

transition to a circular economy and increased efficiency in resource and waste
management due to the additional capacity of the waste recovery facility, which will
reduce emissions and energy intensity of the economy and reduce negative

environmental impacts

maintaining employment in enterprises undergoing transformation and moving into new

fields of activity

improving the services of secondary schools and enterprises in relation to new fields

and industries
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e improving opportunities for extracurricular education to prevent early school leaving, to
increase the social cohesion of the region and to mitigate any negative effects of the

transition

e increasing the preparedness of people in the region for the economic and social
changes brought about by the economic transformation, the decline of coal mining and

the development of new industries.
E. Contribution to the transition process
The specific objective will contribute to the transition process of the region by:
e inthe field of business support:
o creating new jobs for workers in declining industries;
o retaining existing jobs, especially in small and medium-sized enterprises;

o ensuring the development of industries closely linked to the achievement of
energy and climate protection objectives;

e inthe field of research, development and innovation:
o creating a new innovation and research infrastructure;
o ensuring new jobs in research, development and innovation;
o increasing the innovation activity of local businesses;
o supporting facilities for new transformational solutions;
e inthe field of new energy:
o preparing the conditions for a regional chain of battery production and use;
o facilitating the development of renewable energy sources;

e in the field of digital innovation, creating a digital environment enabling the

development of new economic sectors;
e inthe field of territory rehabilitation:

o ensuring the regeneration of sites that currently form significant barriers to

regional development;
o creating new jobs through the subsequent economic utilisation of the territory;

e inthe field of the circular economy:

25



Spolufinancovano —_—
Evropskou unii Ministerstvo Zivotaiho prostiedi

o contributing to the transition to circular economy principles, reducing the energy
and emission intensity of production and helping to cope with the departure from

fossil energy;
e inthe area of people and skills support:
o helping to maintain employment in enterprises;

o increasing the quality of education that will focus mainly on the fields in the
regional specialization (e.g. engineering, ceramics, porcelain and glass, spa,

balneology and tourism);

o mitigating the negative social impacts and tensions resulting from the transition

process.
Main target groups

The support cuts across all target groups and is targeted at businesses with an emphasis on
SMEs, the public sector and the non-profit sector, including energy communities.

Actions to ensure equality, inclusion and non-discrimination

Relevant activities under the specific objective will be considered on an ongoing basis for their
potential to contribute to ensuring equality, inclusion and non-discrimination. The setting of the
support conditions and the project selection process will respect general principles, including
gender equality, so that the support provided does not create an unequal and discriminatory

environment.

Indication of specific target territories, including the planned use of territorial

instruments

The measures of this specific objective will be implemented only in the territory of the Karlovy

Vary Region (NUTS CZ041). We do not foresee the use of specific territorial instruments.

Under the territory rehabilitation support, we only support revitalisation and resocialisation

activities that are in line with the polluter pays principle and that are located:

e in areas directly affected by coal mining activities, including areas with completed

remediation, reclamation and possibly revitalisation phases after 2002;

e in areas immediately adjacent to the above-mentioned locations, without the use of

which a comprehensive land-use planning solution cannot be achieved;

e on sites of industrial activity related to coal mining such as premises of former coal
sorting and treatment plants, sites of coal distribution and loading, areas of former

internal transport, etc.
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Interregional, cross-border and transnational actions

The projects supported under this specific objective contribute to the implementation of the EU
Strategy for the Danube Region, specifically the priority areas 2 Support for more sustainable
energy, 3 Support for culture, tourism and people-to-people contacts, 7 Development of a
knowledge-based society (through research, education and information technology), 8 Support
for business competitiveness and 9 Investment in human resources and skills. These types of
projects are supported by the cross-border programmes Interreg Bavaria-Czechia and
Saxony-Czechia. These programmes aim, inter alia, at sharing experience and good practice

between regions.
Planned use of financial instruments

This specific objective covers measures that are generally suitable for the use of financial
instruments, mainly under business support or territory rehabilitation. An ex-ante assessment
will be carried out to examine the possibilities of their use in these areas. On the basis of that
assessment, a decision will be made on the optimal form of support.

In particular, for the regeneration of the area, we expect to use a combination of financial
instruments and grant support. Some of the expected project types do not show a sufficient

rate of return to use financial instruments and partial grant support is necessary.

According to the assessments carried out so far at central or programme level, other areas of
support do not appear to be suitable for the application of financial instruments due to lack of

economic viability.
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2.1.1.2 Indicators

Table 2: Output indicators

Ministerstvo 2ivatniho prostied(

> g

= == ©

) 838 S Categpry of ID Indicator Measurfement Milestone (2024) Target (2029)

‘= o = o region unit

o N -8
EECOO01 | Total number of participants number of 29 215

persons
RCO01 Enterprises supported enterprises 44 190
RCO02 Enterprises supported by grants enterprises 32 142
RCO03 Enterprises supported by financial instruments enterprises 11 47
RCOO08 Nominal value of research and innovation equipment euro 762 848 38 142 391
RCO105 | Solutions for electricity storage MWh 0 2
RCO113 Popu_latlc_)n covered by. prOJects in the framework of mtegrgted actions for socio-economic inclusion of persons 104 529
marginalised communities, low-income households and disadvantaged groups
RCO13 Value of digital services, products and processes developed for enterprises euro 352 009 1676 235
RCO14 Public institutions supported to develop digital services, products and processes .pUb.“C . 0 1
1 1.1 JTF region
RCO22 Additional production capacity for renewable energy MW 1 8
RCO26 Green infrastructure built or upgraded for adaptation to climate change hectares 0 9
RCO34 Additional capacity for waste recycling tonnes/year 590 11 805
RCO36 Green infrastructure supported for other purposes than adaptation to climate change hectares 0 11
RCO38 Surface area of rehabilitated land supported hectares 0 14
RCO58 Dedicated cycling infrastructure supported km 0 2
RCO67 Classroom capacity of new or modernised education facilities persons 2572 28576
RCO76 Integrated projects for territorial development projects 0 1
RCO77 Number of cultural and tourism sites supported CUItl.Jral a_nd 0 1
tourism sites
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Table 3: Result indicators

> cg

= 55 2 Category of D indicator Measurement Reference Reference Target Source of

2 e T region unit value year (2029) data

o N -8
EECRO03 | Participants gaining a qualification upon leaving persons 2021 215 applicant/beneficiary
RCRO1 Jobs created in supported entitie annual FTEs 2021 338 applicant/beneficiary
RCRO2 _Prlvate investments matching public support (of which: grants, financial euro 2021 | 34 087 049 applicant/beneficiary

instruments)
RCR102 | Research jobs created in supported entities annual FTEs 2021 94 applicant/beneficiary
RCR11 Users of new and upgraded public digital services, products and processes users/year 2021 1612 applicant/beneficiary
RCR13 Enterprises reaching high digital intensity enterprises 2021 9 applicant/beneficiary
less developed
1 1.1 JTF region

RCR31 Total renewable energy produced (of which: electricity, thermal) MWh/year 2021 8174 applicant/beneficiary
RCR47 Waste recycled tonnes/year 2021 11 805 applicant/beneficiary
RCR52 Ssgsbllltated land used for green areas, social housing, economic or other hectares 2021 14 applicant/beneficiary
RCR64 Annual users of dedicated cycling infrastructure users/year 2021 86 797 applicant/beneficiary
RCR71 Annual users of new or modernised education facilities users/year 2021 20 287 applicant/beneficiary
RCR77 Visitors of cultural and tourism sites supported visitors/year 2021 14 618 applicant/beneficiary
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2.1.1.3 Indicative breakdown of the programme resources (EU) by

type of intervention

Table 4: Dimension 1 —intervention field

004 26 858 801
010 4203 218
011 4203 217
012 41 019 546
013 1173365
014 1173364
016 1173365
020 13 087 033
021 14 099 667
1 JTF less developed region 022 6 900 349
052 10 283 015
053 10 977 389
067 1989 094
069 1989 094
073 49 483 843
079 1388 756
083 694 374
122 35948 360
146 2073480
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163 3544 205
165 694 374
166 694 374
169 7 450 062

Table 5: Dimension 2 — form of financing

01 232 580 583
1 JTF less developed region 03 6 391 321
05 2130441

Table 6: Dimension 3 — territorial delivery mechanism and territorial focus

1 JTF less developed region 033 241 102 345

Table 8: Dimension 7 — gender equality dimension

1 JTF less developed region 03 241 102 345
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2.1.2 Priority Usti nad Labem Region
2.1.2.1 Interventions of the Funds

Related types of actions
A. Thematic calls

Under the specific objective, we support interventions focused on the key needs of the region

through thematic calls:
e support for the business sector and direct job creation, such as:

o investment in fixed capital or intangible assets of enterprises for the production
of goods or provision of services, with an emphasis on fields falling under the
smart specialisation of the region (e.g. chemistry, energy or glass and porcelain
production);

o support for cultural and creative industries, including through the development
of cultural and creative centres aimed, inter alia, at promoting the traditional
glass and porcelain industries;

o development of new renewable energy sources and related technologies to enable

the transition to a climate-neutral economy, such as:

o a hydrogen valley, covering the complete chain from research and
development, through production and storage, to the use of green hydrogen in

industry and transport;

o supporting the creation of a value chain for lithium use and battery production

and the use of locally sourced raw materials;
o new local electricity distribution systems based on energy communities;

e preserving employment in enterprises undergoing transformation as a result of the
implementation of the European Green Deal objectives; this assistance includes in

particular:
o increasing the qualification of workers;
o retraining workers for new industries;
o career consultancy;
o social counselling for workers;

o investment costs directly related to the change in the workers' needs;
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e education system, specifically supporting vocational classrooms in secondary

schools in the context of the region's specialisation and new areas of development;

e infrastructure for extracurricular education to raise awareness of the region's

transition and climate change;
e strengthening social stability by promoting the cohesion of local communities.
The thematic calls also support interventions focused on high priority needs of the region:

e new solutions and support for enhancing research, development and innovation,

such as:

o promoting research and development activities according to the smart
specialisation of the region with a priority focus on energy transformation,

emissions reduction and new challenges;

o building and developing corporate and regional university research and

development centres;

o building and developing support infrastructure for business, innovation,

research and development activities;

e reuse of the territory after lignite mining and the related industry including the

energy and heating sectors, namely:
o planning and coordination of territorial development;
o preparatory and engineering works;
o remediation of contaminated sites and removal of unnecessary structures;
o construction of technical and transport infrastructure in the territory;
o near-natural measures and measures contributing to biodiversity conservation;

o hew land use projects that include a wide range of possibilities from public

infrastructure to new economic or public benefit activities;
The thematic calls also focus on the priority needs of the region:

o the development of digital services and solutions in the public and private sectors,

such as:

o supporting digital innovations such as the introduction of BIM and digital

competences;

o supporting highly digitalised enterprises;
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o building school connectivity.

e strengthening the circular economy, inter alia through waste prevention, reduction,

resource efficiency, reuse and material recovery of separated waste;
B. Umbrella projects

In selected areas, support will be provided through the regional authorities in the role of
beneficiaries of the umbrella projects. The regional authorities will be subject to all the
obligations set for beneficiaries of EU funds. Within the umbrella project, the regional authority,
as the grant provider, will award support to individual applicants outside the common electronic
system of EU funds. The regional authority will, inter alia, keep records of submitted projects

and will regularly report information on supported projects to the Managing Authority.
A single aid granted to a final recipient will not exceed EUR 200 000.
The umbrella projects cover in particular:

e support for cultural and creative industries, start-ups and the SME support segment in
general;

o digital vouchers for SMEs and the public sector;
e support for the preparation of public sector projects.
C. Projects of strategic importance

Within the specific objective, we also expect the implementation of projects of strategic
importance, which are included in the programme on the proposal of the Regional Standing
Conference of the Usti nad Labem Region and were selected using the methodology for the
selection of strategic projects!?. As part of the selection process, projects were evaluated in
five consecutive phases. A key area of the appraisal was the assessment of the
transformational potential of the project and its impact on the territory. In addition, the feasibility
of the project, its potential environmental impact or its consistency with regional strategies were
also assessed. The list of projects of strategic importance is a separate annex to the

programming document.

Projects of strategic importance focus on the following areas:
e new energy (4 projects)(key needs);
e people and skills (3 project) (key needs).

e research, development, innovation (2 projects) (high priority needs);

12 MoRD. Methodology for data collection and approach to strategic projects in the Territorial Just Transition Plan.
Annex 2.3 to the Territorial Just Transition Plan.
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territory rehabilitation (2 projects) (high priority needs).

D. Expected contribution of the specific objective

The expected contribution of the specific objective is:

overall increase in the economic activity of the region, especially by focusing on

promising industries with high added value, such as the creative industry;

diversification of the economy through the development of entrepreneurship and

increasing competitiveness of the whole SME sector;

in line with the regional RIS3 strategy, creating new jobs and maintaining existing ones
in traditional sectors such as chemical industry, porcelain and glass production, or
energy and the downstream activities;

creating an innovation infrastructure base in the region to help increase economic
performance and mitigate the negative effects of the decline of the coal industry - in
line with the regional domains of specialisation, we place particular emphasis in this
specific objective on new energy solutions, chemistry or on new materials and

production technologies;

development of a hydrogen economy, along the entire chain from production to

consumption in line with the hydrogen valley concept;

creating an enabling environment for the development of renewable energy sources

through the establishment of energy communities and other integration solutions;

development of digital services and solutions in the public and private sectors, which
will in the long term strengthen the competitiveness of the region and improve the

quality of life of its inhabitants;

rehabilitation of territory affected by lignite mining or downstream activities, from coal

preparation and transport to power and heating plants;

transition to a circular economy and increased efficiency in resource and waste
management due to the additional capacity of the waste recovery facility, which will
reduce emissions and energy intensity of the economy and reduce negative

environmental impacts;

maintaining employment in enterprises undergoing transformation and moving into new

fields of activity;

improving the services of secondary schools and enterprises in relation to new fields

and industries;
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e improving opportunities for extracurricular education to prevent early school leaving, to
increase the social cohesion of the region and to mitigate any negative effects of the

transition;

e increasing the preparedness of people in the region for the economic and social
changes brought about by the economic transformation, the decline of coal mining and

the development of new industries.
E. Contribution to the transition process
The specific objective will contribute to the transition process of the region by:
e inthe field of business support:
o creating new jobs for workers in declining industries;
o retaining existing jobs, especially in small and medium-sized enterprises;

o ensuring the development of industries closely linked to the achievement of

energy and climate protection objectives;
e inthe field of research, development and innovation:
o creating a new innovation and research infrastructure;
o ensuring new jobs in research, development and innovation;
o increasing the innovation activity of local businesses;
o supporting facilities for new transformational solutions;
¢ in the field of new energy:

o accelerating the development of a hydrogen economy and the use of hydrogen
as a new energy source that has the potential to become one of the carriers of
the overall decarbonisation of the industrial and energy economy of the regions;

o preparing the conditions for a regional chain of battery production and use;
o facilitating the development of renewable energy sources;

e in the field of digital innovation, creating a digital environment enabling the

development of new economic sectors;
e inthe field of territory rehabilitation:

o ensuring the regeneration of sites that currently form significant barriers to

regional development;

o ensuring new economic activities in the territory;
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e inthe field of the circular economy:
o contributing to the transition to circular economy principles,

o reducing the energy and emission intensity of production and helping to cope

with the departure from fossil energy;
e inthe area of people and skills support:
o helping to maintain employment in enterprises;

o increasing the quality of education that will focus mainly on the fields in the
regional specialization (e.g. chemistry, energy or glass and porcelain
production);

o mitigating the negative social impacts and tensions resulting from the transition
process.

Main target groups

The support cuts across all target groups and is targeted at businesses with an emphasis on
SMEs, the public sector and the non-profit sector, including energy communities.

Actions to ensure equality, inclusion and non-discrimination

Relevant activities under the specific objective will be considered on an ongoing basis for their
potential to contribute to ensuring equality, inclusion and non-discrimination. The setting of the
support conditions and the project selection process will respect general principles, including
gender equality, so that the support provided does not create an unequal and discriminatory

environment.
Indication of specific target areas, including the planned use of territorial instruments

The measures of this specific objective will be implemented only in the territory of the Usti nad

Labem Region (NUTS CZ042). We do not foresee the use of specific territorial instruments.

Under the territory rehabilitation support, we only support revitalisation and resocialisation

activities that are in line with the polluter pays principle and that are located:

e in areas directly affected by coal mining activities, including areas with completed

remediation, reclamation and possibly revitalisation phases after 2002;

e in areas immediately adjacent to the above-mentioned locations, without the use of

which a comprehensive territorial planning solution cannot be achieved;
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e on sites of industrial activity related to coal mining such as premises of former coal
sorting and treatment plants, sites of coal distribution and loading, areas of former

internal transport, etc.
Interregional, cross-border and transnational actions

The projects supported under this specific objective contribute to the implementation of the EU
Strategy for the Danube Region, specifically the priority areas 2 Support for more sustainable
energy, 3 Support for culture, tourism and people-to-people contacts, 7 Development of a
knowledge-based society (through research, education and information technology), 8 Support
for business competitiveness and 9 Investment in human resources and skills. These types of
projects are supported by the cross-border programme Interreg Saxony-Czechia. This

programme aims, inter alia, at sharing experience and good practice between regions.
Planned use of financial instruments

This specific objective covers measures that are generally suitable for the use of financial
instruments, mainly under business support or territory rehabilitation. An ex-ante assessment

will be carried out to examine the possibilities of their use in these areas.

In particular, for the regeneration of the area, we expect to use a combination of financial
instruments and grant support. Some of the expected project types do not show a sufficient

rate of return to use financial instruments and partial grant support is necessary.

According to the assessments carried out so far at central or programme level, other areas of
support do not appear to be suitable for the application of financial instruments due to lack of

economic viability.
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Table 2: Output indicators

> o

= == ©

5 | 93| S Category of ID Indicator Measurement Milestone (2024) Target (2029)

= o = T region unit

o N g
EECO01 | Total number of participants number of 732 5422

persons
RCO01 Enterprises supported enterprises 163 707
RCO02 Enterprises supported by grants enterprises 143 636
RCO03 Enterprises supported by financial instruments enterprises 16 71
RCO08 Nominal value of research and innovation equipment euro 460 461 23 023 068
RCO105 Solutions for electricity storage MWh 1 12
RCO113 Popu_latlc_)n covered by prOJects in the framework of mtegrated actions for socio-economic inclusion of persons 453 2 267
marginalised communities, low-income households and disadvantaged groups
RCO13 Value of digital services, products and processes developed for enterprises euro 1154195 5496 165
RCO14 Public institutions supported to develop digital services, products and processes ﬁ1ustt)i|tlﬁtions 0 5
2 21 ITE less developed RCO22 Additional production capacity for renewable energy MW 3 40
' region
RCO26 Green infrastructure built or upgraded for adaptation to climate change hectares 0 29
RCO34 Additional capacity for waste recycling tonnes/year 2374 47 470
RCO36 Green infrastructure supported for other purposes than adaptation to climate change hectares 1 35
RCO38 Surface area of rehabilitated land supported hectares 0 24
RCO57 Capacity of environmentally friendly rolling stock for collective public transport passengers 170 2121
RCO58 Dedicated cycling infrastructure supported km 1 7
RCO67 Classroom capacity of new or modernised education facilities persons 2 202 24 466
RCO76 Integrated projects for territorial development projects 0 3
RCO77 Number of cultural and tourism sites supported cultgral a_nd 0 2
tourism sites
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= == ©
= e c Categpry of D Indicator Measurgment Reference Reference Target (2029) Source of
= L9 0 region unit value year data
o N g
EECRO03 Participants gaining a qualification upon leaving persons 0 2021 5422 applicant/beneficiary
RCRO1 Jobs created in supported entitie annual FTEs 0 2021 1259 applicant/beneficiary
RCRO2 I?rlvatg investments matching public support (of which: grants, euro 0 2021 127 007 047 applicant/beneficiary
financial instruments)
RCR102 Research jobs created in supported entities annual FTEs 0 2021 57 applicant/beneficiary
RCR11 Users of new and upgraded public digital services, products and users/year 0 2021 10 570 applicant/beneficiary
processes
RCR13 Enterprises reaching high digital intensity enterprises 0 2021 29 applicant/beneficiary
RCR31 Total renewable energy produced (of which: electricity, thermal) MWh/year 0 2021 39939 applicant/beneficiary
5 21 ITE Iess_ developed . -
region RCR47 Waste recycled tonnes/year 0 2021 47 470 applicant/beneficiary
RCR52 Rehabilitated land used for green areas, social housing, economic or hectares 0 2021 o applicant/beneficiary
other uses
RCR62 Annual users of new or modernised public transport users/year 6 508 503 2021 6 508 503 applicant/beneficiary
RCR64 Annual users of dedicated cycling infrastructure users/year 0 2021 288 929 applicant/beneficiary
RCR71 Annual users of new or modernised education facilities users/year 0 2021 17 369 applicant/beneficiary
RCR77 Visitors of cultural and tourism sites supported visitors/year 0 2021 48 662 applicant/beneficiary
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2.1.2.3 Indicative breakdown of the programme resources (EU) by

type of intervention

Table 4: Dimension 1 —intervention field

004 25851 529
010 6 731536
011 6 731535
012 6 731 535
013 7 694 631
016 7 694 632
020 11922 116
021 71988911
022 43 096 020
2 JTF less developed region 052 50 243 207
053 72 749 243
067 7998 768
069 7998 767
073 84 671 359
079 4 622 868
082 19 525 508
083 2311430
122 30 778 527
146 52 189 675
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163 15 389 263
165 2311430
166 2311430
169 66 727 359

Table 5: Dimension 2 — form of financing

01 595 570 574
2 JTF less developed region 03 9 525 529
05 3175176

Table 6: Dimension 3 —territorial delivery mechanism and territorial focus

2 JTF less developed region 033 608 271 279

Table 8: Dimension 7 — gender equality dimension

2 JTF less developed region 03 608 271 279
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2.1.3 Priority Moravian-Silesian Region

2.1.3.1 Interventions of the Funds

Related types of actions

A. Thematic calls

Under the specific objective, we support interventions focused on the key needs of the region

through thematic calls:

e support for the business sector and direct job creation, such as:

O

investment in fixed capital or intangible assets of enterprises for the production
of goods or provision of services, with an emphasis on fields falling under the
smart specialisation of the region (e.g. engineering, materials or IT);

support for cultural and creative industries, including through the development

of cultural and creative centres;

e reuse of the territory after coal mining and the related industry, including the energy

and heating sectors, namely:

@)

planning and coordination of territorial development;

preparatory and engineering works;

remediation of contaminated sites and removal of unnecessary structures;
construction of technical and transport infrastructure in the territory;
near-natural measures and activities contributing to biodiversity conservation;

new land use projects that include a wide range of possibilities from public

infrastructure to new economic or public benefit activities;

The thematic calls also support interventions focused on high priority needs of the region:

o development of new renewable energy sources and related technologies to enable

the transition to a climate-neutral economy, such as:

O

O

a hydrogen valley, covering the complete chain from research and
development, through production and storage, to the use of green hydrogen in

industry and transport;

new local electricity distribution systems based on energy communities;
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o expert advice on the preparation and implementation of projects on increasing
the energy efficiency of buildings, or introducing renewable energy sources and

smart solutions;

o the development of digital services and solutions in the public and private sectors,

such as:

o supporting digital innovations such as the introduction of BIM and digital

competences;
o supporting highly digitalised enterprises;
o building school connectivity.

e preserving employment in enterprises undergoing transformation as a result of the
implementation of the European Green Deal objectives; this assistance includes in

particular:
o increasing the qualification of workers;
o retraining workers for new industries;
o career consultancy.

e education system, specifically to support vocational classrooms in secondary

schools in the context of the region's specialisation and new areas of development;

e infrastructure for extracurricular education to raise awareness of the region's

transition and climate change.
The thematic calls also focus on the priority needs of the region:

e strengthening the circular economy, inter alia through waste prevention, reduction,

resource efficiency, reuse and material recovery of sorted waste.
B. Umbrella projects

In selected areas, support will be provided through the regional authorities in the role of
beneficiaries of the umbrella projects. The regional authorities will be subject to all the
obligations set for beneficiaries of EU funds. Within the umbrella project, the regional authority,
as the grant provider, will award support to individual applicants outside the common electronic
system of EU funds. The regional authority will, inter alia, keep records of submitted projects

and will regularly report information on supported projects to the Managing Authority.

A single aid granted to a final recipient will not exceed EUR 200 000.
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The umbrella projects cover in particular:

e support for cultural and creative industries, start-ups and the SME support segment in

general;
e support for young scientists at higher education institutions;
e support for the preparation of public sector projects.
C. Projects of strategic importance

Within the specific objective, we also expect the implementation of projects of strategic
importance, which are included in the programme on the proposal of the Regional Standing
Conference of the Moravian-Silesian Region and were selected using the methodology for the
selection of strategic projects®®. As part of the selection process, projects were evaluated in
five consecutive phases. A key area of the appraisal was the assessment of the
transformational potential of the project and its impact on the territory. In addition, the feasibility
of the project, its potential environmental impact or its consistency with regional strategies were
also assessed. The list of projects of strategic importance is a separate annex to the

programming document.
Projects of strategic importance focus on the following areas:
e research, development, innovation (4 projects) (key needs);
o territory rehabilitation (4 projects) (key needs);
e people and skills (3 projects)(high priority needs);
e new energy (1 project)(high priority needs);
e digital innovation (1 project)(high priority needs).
D. Expected contribution of the specific objective
The expected contribution of the specific objective is:

o overall increase in the economic activity of the region, especially by focusing on

promising industries with high added value, such as the creative industry;

o diversification of the economy through the development of entrepreneurship and

increasing competitiveness of the whole SME sector;

¢ inline with the regional RIS3 strategy, creating new jobs and retaining existing ones in

traditional industries such as production of materials or mechanical engineering;

13 MoRD. Methodology for data collection and approach to strategic projects in the Territorial Just Transition Plan.
Annex 2.3 to the Territorial Just Transition Plan.
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e expanding the research and innovation infrastructure to help boost economic
performance and mitigate the negative impacts of the coal industry phase-out and, in
line with the smart specialisation, we focus on developing industrial capacity with an
emphasis on new materials, utilising the underground infrastructure and its energy

potential, and development of medicine;

¢ development of a hydrogen economy, along the entire chain from production to

consumption in line with the hydrogen valley concept;

e creating an enabling environment for the development of renewable energy sources

through the establishment of energy communities and other integration solutions;

e development of digital services and solutions in the public and private sectors, which
will in the long term strengthen the competitiveness of the region and improve the
quality of life of its inhabitants;

¢ rehabilitation of territory affected by coal mining or downstream activities, from coal

preparation and transport, cokeries to power and heating plants;

e transition to a circular economy and increased efficiency in resource and waste
management due to the additional capacity of the waste recovery facility, which will
reduce emissions and energy intensity of the economy and reduce negative

environmental impacts;

e maintaining employment in enterprises undergoing transformation and moving into new

fields of activity;

e improving the education system in the region, which will be better prepared for the
economic and social changes brought about by the economic transformation, the

decline of coal mining and the development of new industries.
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E. Contribution to the transition process
The specific objective will contribute to the transition process of the region by:
¢ inthe field of business support:
o creating new jobs for workers in declining industries;
o retaining existing jobs, especially in small and medium-sized enterprises;

o ensuring the development of industries closely linked to the achievement of

energy and climate protection objectives;
¢ inthe field of research, development and innovation:
o creating innovation and research infrastructure;
o ensuring new jobs in research, development and innovation;
e inthe field of new energy:

o accelerating the development of a hydrogen economy and the use of hydrogen
as a new energy source that has the potential to become one of the carriers of
the overall decarbonisation of the industrial and energy economy of the regions;

o facilitating the development of renewable energy sources;

e in the field of digital innovation, creating a digital environment enabling the

development of new economic sectors;
e inthe field of territory rehabilitation:

o ensuring the regeneration of sites that currently form significant barriers to

regional development;
o ensuring new economic activities in the territory;
e in the field of the circular economy:

o contributing to the transition to circular economy principles, reducing the energy
and emission intensity of production and helping to cope with the departure from
fossil energy;

e inthe area of people and skills support:
o helping to maintain employment in enterprises;

o increasing the quality of education that will focus mainly on the fields in the

regional specialization (e.g. engineering, materials or IT).
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Main target groups

The support cuts across all target groups and is targeted at businesses with an emphasis on

SMEs, the public sector and the non-profit sector, including energy communities.
Actions to ensure equality, inclusion and non-discrimination

Relevant activities under the specific objective will be considered on an ongoing basis for their
potential to contribute to ensuring equality, inclusion and non-discrimination. The setting of the
support conditions and the project selection process will respect general principles, including
gender equality, so that the support provided does not create an unequal and discriminatory

environment.

Indication of specific target territories, including the planned use of territorial

instruments

The measures of this specific objective will be implemented only in the territory of the Moravian-
Silesian Region (NUTS CZ080). We do not foresee the use of specific territorial instruments.

Under the territory rehabilitation support, we only support revitalisation and resocialisation
activities that are in line with the polluter pays principle and that are located:

in the area defined in POHO2030;

e in areas proven to be undermined or affected by surface effects of coal mining*®;

e in areas that have been functionally used for coal mining or related activities
(infrastructure areas, technological areas, handling areas, spoil tips and other areas

demonstrably used in the past for this purpose or its preparation);

e in areas immediately adjacent to the above-mentioned locations, without the use of

which a comprehensive territorial planning solution cannot be achieved.
Interregional, cross-border and transnational actions

The projects supported under this specific objective contribute to the implementation of the EU
Strategy for the Danube Region, specifically the priority areas 2 Support for more sustainable
energy, 3 Support for culture, tourism and people-to-people contacts, 7 Development of a
knowledge-based society (through research, education and information technology), 8 Support

14 j.e. the Concept of Developing the Post-mining Landscape of the Karvina District up to 2030 (the territory is
defined on a map at
https://geoportal.msk.cz/HtmI5Viewer/?viewer=poho&layerTheme=&scale=60480.12096023432&basemap=&cent
er=-453491.34172435687%2C-
1102564.9874190278&layers=0tFZqZ35JKbp0SDIN300WutG2Qd%2FtX1rxge50MYmyo3U1dLb)

15 Areas defined in the registers of the State Geological Service as undermined areas after coal mining or as
extraction areas for coal mining (mined, non-mined and abolished) see map available at:
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=c5d823a7414c4889a138ae7a7fc97280&extent=17.
6438,49.3862,19.2615,49.9303
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for business competitiveness and 9 Investment in human resources and skills. These types of
projects are supported by the cross-border programme Interreg Czechia-Poland. This

programme aims, inter alia, at sharing experience and good practice between regions.
Planned use of financial instruments

This specific objective covers measures that are generally suitable for the use of financial
instruments, mainly under business support and territory rehabilitation. An ex-ante assessment
will be carried out to examine the possibilities of their use in these areas. On the basis of that

assessment, a decision will be made on the optimal form of support.

In particular, for the regeneration of the area, we expect to use a combination of financial
instruments and grant support. Some of the expected project types do not show a sufficient

rate of return to use financial instruments and partial grant support is necessary.

According to the assessments carried out so far at central or programme level, other areas of
support do not appear to be suitable for the application of financial instruments due to lack of

economic viability.
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Table 2: Output indicators

> o2

= == ©

o S8 5 Categpry of ID Indicator Measurgment Milestone (2024) Target (2029)

‘= o = T region unit

o N —8
EECOO01 Total number of participants number of 196 1449

persons
RCOO01 Enterprises supported enterprises 305 1324
RCO02 Enterprises supported by grants enterprises 246 1092
RCO03 Enterprises supported by financial instruments enterprises 52 232
RCOO08 Nominal value of research and innovation equipment euro 2 453 982 122 699 075
RCO105 Solutions for electricity storage MWh 0 4
RCO13 Value of digital services, products and processes developed for enterprises euro 288 767 1375083
RCO14 Public institutions supported to develop digital services, products and processes ﬁ]uskt)iltlﬁtions 0 1
3 31 ITE less developed | RCO22 Additional production capacity for renewable energy MW 1 18
' region
RCO26 Green infrastructure built or upgraded for adaptation to climate change hectares 1 49
RCO34 Additional capacity for waste recycling tonnes/year 171 3424
RCO36 Green infrastructure supported for other purposes than adaptation to climate change hectares 1 58
RCO38 Surface area of rehabilitated land supported hectares 0 25
RCO58 Dedicated cycling infrastructure supported km 1 11
RCO67 Classroom capacity of new or modernised education facilities persons 4 566 50 737
RCO76 Integrated projects for territorial development projects 0 1
RCO77 Number of cultural and tourism sites supported CUItL."al aﬂd 0 3
tourism sites
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Table 3: Result indicators

> o2
= 5% c Categ_ory of D Indicator Measurement Reference Reference Target (2029) Source of
= 8L 0 region unit value year data
o N g
EECRO3 | Participants gaining a qualification upon leaving persons 2021 1449 applicant/beneficiary
RCRO1 Jobs created in supported entitie annual FTEs 2021 2 357 applicant/beneficiary
RCRO2 I?rlvatt_e investments matching public support (of which: grants, euro 2021 237 799 404 applicant/beneficiary
financial instruments)
RCR102 | Research jobs created in supported entities annual FTEs 2021 304 applicant/beneficiary
RCR11 Users of new and upgraded public digital services, products and userslyear 2021 2 644 applicant/beneficiary
processes
RCR13 Enterprises reaching high digital intensity enterprises 2021 7 applicant/beneficiary
3 31 ITE Li;?oievel‘)ped RCR31 | Total renewable energy produced (of which: electricity, thermal) MWh/year 2021 17 988 applicant/beneficiary
RCR47 Waste recycled tonnes/year 2021 3424 applicant/beneficiary
RCR52 Rehabilitated land used for green areas, social housing, economic hectares 2021 o5 applicant/beneficiary
or other uses
RCR64 Annual users of dedicated cycling infrastructure users/year 2021 480 371 applicant/beneficiary
RCR71 Annual users of new or modernised education facilities users/year 2021 36 020 applicant/beneficiary
RCR77 Visitors of cultural and tourism sites supported visitors/year 2021 80 905 applicant/beneficiary
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2.1.3.3 Indicative breakdown of the programme resources (EU) by

type of intervention

Table 4: Dimension 1 —intervention field

003 42 352 542
004 195 199 454
012 7 846 154
013 1925 116
016 1925 115
020 103 876 329
021 76 230 768
022 57 692 307
046 3414 356
3 JTF less developed region 052 19 214 833
053 23 057 799
067 1153 846
073 87 952 354
079 7 685 937
083 3 842 966
122 51913151
123 11913923
146 13 948 007
165 3842 966
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166 3 842 966

169 7627 815

Table 5: Dimension 2 — form of financing

01 663 958 704
3 JTF less developed region 03 46 875 000
05 15 625 000

Table 6: Dimension 3 — territorial delivery mechanism and territorial focus

3 JTF less developed region 033 726 458 704

Table 8: Dimension 7 — gender equality dimension

3 JTF less developed region 03 726 458 704

2.2 Priority Technical Assistance

2.2.1 Technical assistance
2.2.1.1 Interventions of the Funds

The related types of actions

Technical assistance will contribute to the achievement of the programme objectives by
creating conditions for its quality management and proper use of the financial allocation
according to the rules of national and European legislation. The challenges and proposed
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solutions in the area of administration of EU funds are presented in the document Framework
for strengthening the administrative capacity of the implementation structure of EU funds in the
programming period 2021-2027, which describes measures to stabilise and strengthen the

administrative capacity in this area.

Intervention under this priority will be aimed at ensuring effective programme administration
(organising the meetings of monitoring committees, working groups, conferences and other
meetings, operational administration, procurement of expert studies, analyses), human
resources development, evaluation and building effective systems including the

monitoring system.

The programme will also support the capacities of partners in the territory, whether it is
strengthening the capacities of regional authorities and their contributory organisations and
agencies which carry out information collection, coordination and participate in the
implementation and communication of the programme in the territory, or the capacity of the
Czechinvest agency for business and investment promotion, which is a contact point for
entrepreneurs in the territory and will provide advice to entrepreneurs on the possibilities of
using the programme funding and cooperate in the preparation of applicants for calls under
the programme. The programme will also support the capacity of other ministries or
organisational units of the state, in particular the Ministry of Regional Development, which is
responsible for the preparation of the Territorial Just Transition Plan and is involved in
information gathering and coordination in the territory. The capacity of partners who involve

youth in the programme will also be supported.

The programme will also support activities intended to inform the applicants and actively
involve the public in the transition process. This includes in particular the organisation of
information events, workshops, seminars and similar events, operational information and
advisory support for applicants, the design and purchase of information materials, the

purchase of advertising space, etc.

These activities will be focused not only on the 2021-2027 programming period, but also on
the preparation of the 2028-2035 period. For reasons of efficient administration, the technical
assistance funds can also be directed to the Environment Programme for the benefit of the

above-mentioned activities.

The full list of support conditions is provided in the separate binding guidelines for Priority 4

Technical Assistance of the Just Transition Programme.

The expected contribution of these activities is to provide the programme with a stable and
sufficiently professional staff capacity and to create favourable working conditions. In the area

of communication, the goal is to ensure sufficient awareness of the importance of the just
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transition and its potential benefits and risks among residents of both coal and non-coal
regions. In the coal regions, another communication objective will be to ensure sufficient
awareness of the possibility of support and so ensure sufficient absorption capacity for the

programme.

Activities supported under this priority take into account the anti-fraud measures set out in

Chapter 9 of the Partnership Agreement.

Main target groups
The main target group of the support is the Ministry of Environment as the Managing Authority
and the SEF as its intermediary body. Another target group are the following entities involved

in the implementation of the programme:

e regional authorities in the supported regions and their contributory organisations and

agencies;
o other ministries and organisational units of the state;
e Czechlnvest - Investment and Business Development Agency;

e entities involving youth in the programme.
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2.2.1.2 Indicators

Table 2: Output indicators

_ Specific Category . Measuremen Milestone
Priority objective Fund of region ID Indicator t unit (2024) Target (2029)
less Annual number of jobs (main
4 - JTF developed | 825003 | funded bv th annual FTEs 256 256
region employment) funded by the programme
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2.2.1.3 Indicative breakdown of the programme resources (EU) by

type of intervention

Table 4: Dimension 1 —intervention field

179 4900 000

180 56 229 162
4 JTF less developed region

181 656 597

182 3873921

Table 8: Dimension 7 — gender equality dimension

4 JTF less developed region 03 65 659 680
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3. Financing plan

Financial appropriations by year

Table 10: Financial appropriations by year

Ministerstvo 2ivotniho prostfedi

2026 2027
Category of Financial Financial
Fund region 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 appropriation Flexibility appropriation Flexibility Total
without flexibility amount without flexibility amount

amount amount

Art. 3 less developed 0 122 786 956 124 759 282 126 771 054 128 823 060 53372724 53372725 54 440 179 54 440 179 718 766 159
JTF

Art. 4 less developed 0 457 687 013 465 038 836 0 0 0 0 0 0 922 725 849
Total 0 580 473 969 589 798 118 126 771 054 128 823 060 53372724 53372725 54 440 179 54 440 179 1641 492 008

Total financial appropriations by fund and national co-financing

Table 11: Total financial appropriations by fund and national co-financing

PoIicy{J_TF _ Breakdown of Union contribution Indicative breakdovyn of national
specific Basis for . . contribution
objective A calculation Category of Unllon. : - Nat!ona}l Total Co-financing rate
. Priority Oni Fund ; contribution Union contribution contribution =(a)+(b fy=(a)/
humber of nion region (@) = (g)+(h) | less the flexibility | Flexibility amount (b)=(c)+(d) public private (€)=(a)+(b) (hH=)/(e)
assistance
C)]
JTF —art. 3 lde:\felo ed 105572 371 89 736 812 15 835 559 18 630 419 12 420 279 6 210 140 124 202 790 0,85
Karlovy Vary total eligible P
Region cost less
JTF —art. 4 developed 135529 974 135529 974 0 23917 055 15944 703 7972 352 159 447 029 0,85
) JTF —art. 3 ldees\?elo ed 266 345 989 226 394 839 39 951 150 47 002 234 31334823 15 667 411 313 348 223 0,85
JTF specific | Usti nad Labem | total eligible P
objective Region cost less
JTF —art. 4 developed 341 925 290 341 925 290 0 60 339 758 40 226 505 20 113 253 402 265 048 0,85
JTF —art. 3 Ides\? loped 318 097 153 270 383 474 47 713 679 56 134 792 37 423 195 18 711 597 374 231 945 0,85
Moravian- total eligible evelope
Silesian Region | cost less
JTF —art. 4 developed 408 361 551 408 361 551 0 72 063 804 48 042 536 24 021 268 480 425 355 0,85
JTF —art. 3 ldees\?elo ed 28 750 646 24 438 130 4312516 5073 644 5073 644 0 33824 290 0,85
technical Technical total eligible P
assistance Assistance cost less
JTF —art. 4 36 909 034 36 909 034 0 6513 359 6 513 359 0 43 422 393 0,85
developed
otal JTF - art 'deesvselope ; 718 766 159 610 953 255 107 812 904 126 841 089 86 251 941 40589 148 845 607 248 0,85
total JTF —art. | less 922 725 849 922 725 849 0 162 833 976 110 727 103 52 106 873 1 085 550 825 0,85
4 developed
total ldeesvseloped 1641 492 008 1533679 104 107 812 904 289 675 065 196 979 044 92 696 021 1931167 073 0,85
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4. Enabling conditions

Table 12: Enabling conditions

(1) Effective monitoring mechanisms of the public procurement market

JTF

All specific objectives

YES

Monitoring mechanisms are in place that cover all public
contracts and their procurement under the Funds in line

Horizontal enabling conditions

with Union procurement legislation. That requirement YES
includes:
httos://www.vestnikvereinvehzakazek cz/ Splnéno, veskeré informace o zakazkach zadavanych v rezimu ZZVZ jsou
e ' L ' uvedeny v Informagnim systému o vefejnych zakazkach (ISVZ).
WWW.ISVZ.cZ Zavést zasadu ,pouze jednou” — IS NIPEZ jsou napojeny na Informaéni systém
www.portal-vz.cz zakladnich registrli. Vedle toho existuje propojeni NEN a ostatnich IEN na Veéstnik
1. Arrangements to ensure compilation of effective and vefejnych zakazek. Na urovni MMR je tak zajist&éna maximalni mozna prace
reliable data on public procurement procedures above the S principem ,pouze jednou®.
Union thrgsholds In accordanf:e W.'th reporting obligations YES Clanek 84 - tyto Gidaje jsou uvedeny v pisemné zpravé zadavatele, kterou
under Articles 83 and 84 of Directive 2014/24/EU and d | S feini do 30 dni od ukondeni zadavaciho Fizeni podle & 217
Articles 99 and 100 of Directive 2014/25/EU zadavatel povinné uvefejni do 30 dni od ukonCeni zadavaciho fizeni podie §
’ zakona €. 134/2016 Sb., o zadavani vefejnych zakazek, na profilu zadavatele.
Profil zadavatele kazdého zadavatele je uveden ve véstniku vefejnych zakazek.
Clanek 83, odst. 3 — spInéno existenci a spravou webové stranky www.portal-
vz.cz. Zde je uvefejnéna veskera legislativa, metodiky, vykladova stanoviska.
2. Arrangements to ensure the data cover at least the https://www.vestnikverejnychzakazek.cz/
following elements:
YES https://smlouvy.gov.cz/
WWW.iSVz.cz
(a) quality and intensity of competition: names of winning https://www.vestnikvereinychzakazek.cz/ Spinéno:
bidder, number of initial bidders and contractual value; ' Véstnik vefejnych zakazek-
https://smlouvy.qgov.cz/
WWW.ISVZ.CZ Informace o vitézném dodavateli/uchazeci v€etné vysoutézené ceny jsou pfimo
- dohledatelné na jednom misté — ve Véstniku vefejnych zakazek a Informaénim
systému o vefejnych zakazkach.
Informace o vSech podanych nabidkach, v€etné jména ekonomického subjektu
a nabidkové ceny jsou uvedeny na profilech konkrétnich zadavateld, jejichz
seznam je dohledatelny na jednom misté&, a to opét ve Véstniku vefejnych
YES zakazek.

Registr smluv

Smlouvy nad 50 000 K& se musi uvefejiovat v registru smluv, tzn. i ty smlouvy, co
jsou zadané na nékterou z vyjimek ZZVZ, cozZ jsou veskeré smlouvy
nad prahovymi hodnotami smérnic. Nalezneme zde napf. tyto informace:

— identifikace vitézného dodavatele
— cenas DPH, cena bez DPH

— datum uzavieni smlouvy
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(b) information on final price after completion and on
participation of SMEs as direct bidders, where national

https://www.vestnikverejnychzakazek.cz/

Tyto informace jsou soucasti Oznameni o vysledku zadavaciho fizeni v ¢asti
V.2.2 a V.2.3 ve Véstniku vefejnych zakazek.

zakonu/SearchResult.aspx?q=215/2004 &t

ypeLaw=zakon&what=Cislo zakona smlo

uvy

systems provide such information. YES
3. Arrangements to ensure monitoring and analysis of the http://www.portal-vz.cz/cs/Spoluprace-a- | Monitorovani a analyza tdaju o VZ je provadéna ONEUIS a kazdorocné
data by the competent national authorities in accordance vymena-informaci/\Vyrocni-zpravy-a- uvefejiiovana v ramci Vyro€ni zpravy o VZ.
with Article 83(2) of Directive 2014/24/EU and Article 99(2) YES souhrnne-udaje-o-verejnych-
of Directive 2014/25/EU. zakazk/Vyrocni-zpravy-o-stavu-verejnych-
zakazek
4. Arrangements to make the results of the analysis WWW ISVZ.CZ ONEUIS/MMR poskytuje ze zakona OpenData na vefejné zakazky. Tato jsou
available to the public in accordance with Article 83(3) of e poskytovana prostfednictvim Informacéniho systému o vefejnych zakazkach, tak
Directive 2014/24/EU and Article 99(3) Directive YES https://www.isvz.cz/ISVZ/Podpora/ISVZ o | Narodniho katalogu otevienych dat (NKOD).
2014/25/EU. ben_data_vz.aspx Data jsou poskytovana v nékolika formatech, aby byla zajiSténa vysSi uzivatelska
privétivost (xIsx, XML, csv).
5. Arrangements to ensure that all information pointing to https://portal-vz.cz/wp- Yeék’eré podezflem'js’ou sdélovana UOHS, Pfipadn§ orgénﬁmvéinnym v trestnim
suspected bid-rigging situations is communicated to the content/uploads/2019/12/%C3%9ApIN%C rlzenl’dlewtrestlnlho raf:lu podle § 8 odst. 1 véta druha zékona €. 141/1961 Sb., o
competent national bodies in accordance with Article 83(2) 306A9-2N%C4%9BN%C3%AD- trestnim Fizeni soudnim.
of Directive 2014/24/EU and Article 99(2) of Directive 29%6C3%A1kona-%C4%8D .-134 2016-Sb.-
2014/25/EU. YES | 0-7ad%C3%A1v%C3%ALN%C3%AD-
ve%C5%99ein%C3%BDch-
zak%C3%Alzek-
%C3%BA%C4%8Dinn%C3%A9-0d-26.-
listopadu-2019.pdf
[N [%2] (7)) . - . .
[ o ul Managing authorities have the tools and capacity to verify
i) = > - . . ) YES
5 compliance with State aid rules:
()
2 ko)
Q . . pp .
E _5 rlécli)?/relrj;?s;tj‘il:lergzll? difficulty and undertakings under a https://aplikace.mvcr.cz/shirka- 1. Nastroje
= . 20=
2 8 zakonu/?earchResuIt._aspx.q 304/201381 Poskytovatelé maji k dispozici zakladni, pribézné aktualizovanou a doplfiovanou
© o ypelLaw=zakon&what=Cislo_zakona_smlo I N A - . . o
& ) v bazi metodickych materiall pro posuzovani problematiky podniku v obtizich
g P4 oy prostfednictvim informaci uvedenych zejména na strance UOHS.
5 hitps:/for.justice.cz/iasiuiiTejstrik Gestor se spolugestory pfipravili spec. MP k ovéfovani podniku v obtizich (PvO)
S http://www.uohs.cz/cs/verejna- v€etné vypoctovych tabulek.
E bodpora/podniky-v-obiizich. htm] Cilovy stav pro RO/poskytovatele: Poskytnuti metodickych voditek umoziujicich
= http://www.uohs.cz/cs/verejna- v podminkach kazdého programu vyhodnoceni PvO.
& YES | bodpora/nesplacene-inkasni-prikazy.html | g sk any neopravnéné poskytnutych protipravnich a neslugitelnych podpor
2 Recovery of unlawful aid (europa.eu) maji Zadatelé i poskytovatelé podpor k dispozici rejstfiky na strance UOHS a na
b strance EK, (viz odkazy vlevo).
) B v =z
= Doaces ;’:rﬂgﬁlﬁc\’/dggtrélzﬁ V sougasné dobé je MP PvO formalng vydan a je soucasti JNR. Déle je zfizena
5 P web. strdnka MMR se z&kladnimi udaji a odkazy k vefejné podpofe a PvO.
E 2. Kapacity:
§ Cilovy stav: Zaji$téni dostate¢nych kapacit jak u RO/poskytovateld, gestora
o a spolugestoru tak u AO, aby byla naplnéna zakladni podminka.
= Prabé&zné vzdélavani a podpora vy&lenénych kapacit u RO.
@ . ;
P 2: Through access to expert adv_lce and guidance on State https://www.uohs.cz/cs/verejna- 1. Nastroje:
o aid matters, provided by State aid experts of local or podpora.htmi .
2 national bodies. ' 1a) RO se mohou kdykoli obratit na narodni koordinatory VPo dle kompetenci
S YES https://aplikace.mvcr.cz/sbirka- stanovenych jim v zak. ¢. 215/2004, Sb. Problematika je feSena v metodikach

na strankach MMR a UOHS/MZe.

1b) Jsou poradany a pfipravovany konference a tematicky zaméfené seminare
i workshopy.
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DotaceEU — Verejna podpora se
zamérenim na podnik v obtizich

1¢) RO maji zdroje z technické pomoci pro Uéast na zahraniénich
specializovanych akcich.

1d) MMR a UOHS/MZe se dohodly na koncepci vzajemné spoluprace a dne 12. 6.
2020 podepsaly memorandum o spolupraci.

1e) Platformou pro pfedavani informaci a vzajemné konzultace mezi gestory a RO
je: Pracovni skupina pro vefejnou podporu.

2. Kapacity:

Aktualni stav: Kapacita implementacni struktury je pro nové programoveé obdobi
zajisténa.

(3) Effective application and implementation of the Charter of

Fundamental Rights

JTF

All specific objectives

YES

Effective mechanisms are in place to ensure compliance
with the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union (‘the Charter') which include:

YES

1. Arrangements to ensure compliance of the programmes
supported by the Funds and their implementation with the
relevant provisions of the Charter.

YES

Pokyny k zaji§téni dodrzovani Listiny
zakladnich prav Evropské unie pfi
provadéni evropskych strukturalnich
a investi¢nich fondl (,ESI fondy*)

Podminka je pInéna kontrolou souladu s Listinou zakladnich prav EU (LZP) u
v8ech program(i, kterou provadi fidici organy (RO) ve spolupraci s odborniky z
Odboru lidskych prav a ochrany mensin Ufadu vlady (UV-OLP). Ti se podili na
tvorbé programovych dokument( a kritérii pro hodnoceni Zadosti a kontrolu
projektl a kontroluji jejich nastaveni a soulad se zakladnimi pravy. Jsou dle
potfeby zapojeni do monitorovacich vybora a dalSich platforem podilejicich se na
realizaci programu. Podobné jsou do téchto organli za¢lenény i nevladni
organizace podle principu partnerstvi, ktery se uplatfuje pfi pfipravé program i
pfi jejich realizaci a monitorovani. Ombudsman (KVOP) je ¢lenem Rady pro fondy
na pracovni urovni. Ti vSichni pfispivaji k implementaci a monitorovani programu v
souladu se zakladnimi pravy. Relevantni pracovnici RO jsou $koleni v dodrzovani
zakladnich prav pfi uplatiiovani fondd EU. Auditni organ kontroluje nastaveni
systému.

2. Reporting arrangements to the monitoring committee
regarding cases of non-compliance of operations supported
by the Funds with the Charter and complaints regarding the
Charter submitted in accordance with the arrangements
made pursuant to Article 69(7).

YES

Metodicky pokyn Spole¢né procesy
implementace fondd EU

Statut monitorovaciho vyboru OP

Reseni stiznosti bude zajisté&no prostfednictvim RO v rdmci mechanismu
nastaveného na zakladé zakona a metodickych pokynd. RO zfidi e-mailovou
adresu, kam muze kdokoliv podat stiznost ¢i podnét o poruseni LZP. Obdrzeny
podnét RO vyhodnoti, dle potfeby konzultuje s gestorem HZP (UV-OLP), poté jej
vyfidi, popF. postoupi jinému pfislusnému organu. Soulad s LZP RO hodnoti i pfi
kontrole projektd. Pfi FeSeni problému bude gestor HZP RO poskytovat
poradenstvi. Situace, problémy a jejich feSeni budou diskutovany na PS vedené
gestory HZP a sloZené ze zastupcli RO, ktera bude koordinovat feSeni stiznosti a
pfipadt nesouladu RO. RO informuje MV jednou roéné o podnétech a stiznostech
tykajicich se poruseni LZP spolu s jejich vyhodnocenim a feSenim a o zjiSténich
nesouladu programovych operaci s LZP spolu s pfijatymi napravnymi opatfenimi.
Nebude-li v daném roce evidovat zadné podnéty, i o tom informuje MV. Podnéty
na Cinnosti fidicich organu a jejich vyfizovani stiznosti se miize zabyvat i KVOP.

(4) Implementation and application

of the United Nations Convention

on the rights of persons with

AMIF, BMVI, ISF

EFRR, ESF+, FS, ENRAF, FST,

VSechny specifické cile

ANO

A national framework to ensure implementation of the
UNCRPD is in place that includes:

YES

1. Objectives with measurable goals, data collection and
monitoring mechanisms.

YES

Narodni plan podpory rovnych prilezitosti pro

osoby se zdravotnim postizenim na obdobi
2021-2025 schvalen usnesenim vlady ze dne
20. cervence 2020 ¢. 761 (NP OZP)

Dle zazité a osvédcené praxe pfijima od
roku 2005 Ceska republika strategické
dokumenty na podporu osob se
zdravotnim postiZzenim vzdy pro pétileté
obdobi. V souladu s tim bude proto i

NPOZP je strategicky dokument formulujici statni politiku vic¢i osobam se
zdravotnim postizenim, jeho cilem je pokraCovat v prosazovani a podpofe
integrace t&chto osob a prostfednictvim konkrétnich opatfeni naplfiovat jednotlivé
glanky Umluvy OSN o pravech osob se zdravotnim postizenim (Umluva). NPOZP
zahrnuje 17 strategickych oblasti, kazda z nich obsahuje cile, jichz ma byt
dosazeno, soubor terminovanych a pribé&znych opatfeni v¢. stanoveni gestora
jejich pInéni a indikatory jejich plnéni. V ramci monitorovani plnéni opatieni
NPOZP jsou jejich gestofi povinni 1x ro€né pfedloZit zpravu o realizaci za uplynuly
rok. Sbér dat o osobach se zdravotnim postizenim realizuji resorty (MPSV,
MSMT, MZ, MSp, MV, MK), a to v rdmci svych statistik, prostfednictvim kterych
Ize sledovat dosazeny vyvoj. Specialni vybérova Setfeni o osobach se zdravotnim

16 Council Decision of 26 November 2009 concerning the conclusion, by the European Community, of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (OJ L 23, 27.1.2010, p. 35).
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navazujici narodni plan pfijat pro obdobi
2026-2030.

postizenim realizuje Cesky statisticky Gfad (2007, 2013, 2019 a dalsi 2023).
Nezavislym monitorovacim mechanismem Umluvy je Vefejny ochrance prav.

2. Arrangements to ensure that the accessibility policy,
legislation and standards are properly reflected in the
preparation and implementation of the programmes.

Zakon €. 183/2006 Sb., o uzemnim
planovani a stavebnim Fadu

Zakon ¢&. 361/2000 Sb., o provozu na
pozemnich komunikacich

Zakon €. 365/2000 Sb., O informacnich
systémech vefejné spravy a o zméné
nékterych dalSich zakon(

Zakon €. 198/2009 Sb., O rovném
zachazeni a o pravnich prostfedcich

Pravni ramec CR obsahuje celou fadu povinnosti vztahujicich se k zajisténi
pristupnosti riznych oblasti, napf. zastavéného prostfedi, vefejné dopravy ¢i
informaci. Legislativa CR obsahuje jasné vymezené standardy (de facto technické
normy a specifikace), které jsou obecné& zdvazné, tj. musi je dodrZzovat vS8echny
dotéené subjekty. MP Spole¢né procesy obsahuje podminku, ze pfi vytvareni
program0 a realizaci projektd musi byt vzdy vzaty v Gvahu a dodrzeny i podminky
pristupnosti. MP zpUsobilych vydaja zahrnuje i podminku pfistupnosti projektu,
nebot stanovi, Ze vydaj musi byt v souladu s relevantnimi pravnimi pfedpisy. Tyto
pozadavky se promitaji do pravidel pro pfijemce, které stanovuje RO. Zajisténi
napliovani podminek pfistupnosti vymezuje i Dohoda o partnerstvi, ktera ve své
gasti Dodrzovani zakladnich prav obsahuje mj. i zavazek CR dodrzovat

YES ochrany pfed diskriminaci a 0 zméné horizontalni principy nediskriminace na zakladé zdravotniho postiZzeni, stejné jako
nékterych zakonu zasadu pfistupnosti pro osoby se zdravotnim postizenim.
Zak. €. 99/2019 Sb., O pfistupnosti
internetovych stranek a mobilnich aplikaci
MP Spolecné procesy implementace
fondu EU
MP pro zpUsobilost vydajl a jejich
vykazovani
3. Rep_orting arrangements to _the monitoring _committee Metodicky pokyn Spole¢né procesy Reseni stiznosti bude zajisté&no prostfednictvim RO v ramci mechanismu
regarding cases of non-compliance of operations supported implementace fond(i EU, Statut nastaveného dle zakona a metodickych pokyni. RO zfidi e-mailovou adresu, kam
by the Funds with the UNCRPD and complaints regarding monitorovaciho vyboru OP muize kdokoliv podat stiznost na porueni Umluvy. ObdrZeny podnét RO
the UNCRPD submitted in accordance with the vyhodnoti, dle potfeby konzultuje s gestorem HZP, poté jej vyfidi, popf. postoupi k
arrangements made pursuant to Article 69(7). vyfizeni jinému pFislusnému organu. Jednou roéné RO informuje MV o vSech
podanich a pfipadech nesouladu operaci v ramci programu tykajicich se Umluvy
YES ¢i jejiho porudeni.

V informaci sdéli, o jaké podani se jedna, kym bylo podano, jak podani vyhodnoatil
a v pfipadé opravnénosti, jaka pfijal opatfeni. Nebude-li v daném roce evidovat
Zadné takové podnéty, i o tom informuje MV.

PFi feSeni problém( bude MPSV RO poskytovat poradenstvi. Konzultace budou
probihat i v rdmci pracovni skupiny sloZzené se zastupcti RO a sekretariatu
Vladniho vyboru pro osoby se zdravotnim postizenim.
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5. Programme authorities

Table 13: Programme authorities

Ministry of Environemnt,

Ing. Radana Leistner

body other than
the managing
authority

fund

Managing deparment of support to o radana.kratochvilova@mzp.cz
authority low-carbon economy Kratochvilova
transition
. . Minsitry of finan(_:e, Mgr. Stanislav Bure$ stanislav.bures@mzp.cz
Audit authority | department Audit
authority
Body which na. V. "
i ingi 1 ng. Veronika
receives Minsitry of fman.ce, g veronika.ondrackova@mfcr.cz
payments from | department National Ondrackova
the fund
Commission
Accounting
function in case na. V. "
i on i ingi 1 ng. Veronika
this function is Minsitry of flnan.ce, g veronika.ondrackova@mfcr.cz
entrusted to a department National Ondrackova
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6. Partnership

Preparation of the programme

In order to implement the principle of partnership and multi-level governance, the so-called
Transition Platform was established during the preparation of the programme. The Platform
was created under the auspices of the Ministry of Regional Development which is responsible
for the preparation of the Territorial Just Transition Plan. The members of the Platform are
mainly relevant partners from local government and economic partners. The platform also
includes representatives of other managing authorities, the National Coordination Authority or
the Paying Authority.

The Platform meets as needed to discuss, in particular, the priorities of the just transition,
objectives, supported activities, etc.

In parallel with the Transition Platform, the programme is also prepared through thematic
working groups. A total of 9 working groups have been set up according to the topics to be
addressed: Entrepreneurship, Research and Innovation, Digitisation, New Energy, Circular
Economy, Territory Rehabilitation, Labour Market and Education. The members of the working
groups are representatives of the state administration, local government, economic and social
partners, civil society, research organisations and universities, and independent experts in the
relevant fields. In addition, a special thematic working group on operations of strategic
importance has been established. The proceedings of the working groups are regulated by

their statutes and rules of procedure.

The two-stage deliberation process ensures that relevant partners are not left out in any area

and that all have the opportunity to comment.

Following the comments and suggestions from the Platform members, bilateral discussions

are held with individual managing authorities and other partners.

Implementation of the programme

The Monitoring Committee is the primary body for fulfilling the partnership principle during the
programme implementation. Membership of the Monitoring Committee is based on
membership of the Transition Platform. The Monitoring Committee performs the functions set
out in Article 40 CPR.

The members of the Monitoring Committee are partners from the territorial self-government
and economic partners, representatives of other managing authorities, the National
Coordination Authority or the Paying Authority, as well as three representatives from
universities and the science and research (representatives of the Czech Rectors' Conference,

the Czech Academy of Sciences and the Association of Research Organisations), two
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representatives from entities representing civil society (selected by the Government Council
for Non-Governmental Non-Profit Organisations) and a youth representative (representing the
Czech Council of Children and Youth). Besides the Monitoring Committee, there are the above-
mentioned thematic working groups. The groups participate in designing the strategic and
substantive focus of the programme within the given theme, specify the programme content,
discuss the call schedule and the content of planned calls, participate in setting the project
selection criteria or in other technical and administrative activities related to the implementation
of the programme. Members of the working groups are selected on the basis of their expertise.
The members include representatives of non-governmental non-profit organisations, of youth
and of universities and research. Under Priority 4: Technical assistance we also expect to

support activities aimed at active public participation in the transition process.

This set-up of partnership in the preparation and implementation of the programme is in line
with the requirements of Article 8 CPR. An important role in the design and implementation of
the programme is played by the bottom-up approach. The Territorial Just Transition Plan and
the programme itself are based on input from the regions concerned. Therefore, regional self-
governing bodies and Regional Standing Conferences as the bodies responsible for the
formulation of regional strategies have a major role in designing the programme.
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7. Communication and visibility

The communication of the programme draws on the experience gained in the management of
the Operational Programme Environment and on the Common Communication Strategy for all
programmes financed from EU funds,. The basic document for the management of the
programme's communication is the long-term communication plan, from which a detailed
annual communication plan is drawn up. The annual communication plan takes into account

the current phases of the programme implementation and specifies the planned activities.
Communication objectives

e to strengthen knowledge of the programme among potential applicants and thus
contribute to the successful implementation of the programme

¢ inform about the results of the programme and its contribution to the transition of coal

regions

¢ to strengthen the positive perception of the benefits of cohesion policy, to inform about
the EU funds, about the projects supported by the programme through successfully
implemented projects and about examples of good practice
Target groups
1. aid beneficiaries
These are business entities with an emphasis on small and medium-sized enterprises,

territorial self-governing units, operators of innovation infrastructure, research organisations,

higher education institutions, state contributory organisations, the non-profit sector and other.
2. the public and press
3. partners

Communication partners of the programme (e.g. scientists and academics capable of
presenting the topics of regional transition to the public, non-governmental non-profit
organisations, local action groups, professional organisations or local government
associations). The partners act as expert supervisors and as other information providers to the

above two target groups.

The different attitudes and opinions of various groups of the public are taken into account.
Special attention is paid to communication with and involvement of young people in the process

of regional transition.

Communication tools
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e The primary communication tool is the programme's umbrella website. Webiste is
managed by State Environmental Fund on a separate web portal (www.opst.cz).
Twitter is the most used social network, on which we have a well-established network
of stakeholders and interested groups who regularly share our posts and help to raise
awareness of the programme. Other established platforms we use for communication
and dissemination of information about the programme are mainly Facebook and
YouTube. With regard to the growing popularity of audiovisual content, we also use

YouTube channel.

¢ website www.dotaceEU.cz ensuring access to all programs of the Czech Republic

e Priority magazine in printed and electronic form,

e website www.priorita.cz.

e newsletter Green Restart, which is sent to subscribers via e-mail.

e Advertising (media campaigns) is used mainly to promote announced calls or to

communicate the overall importance of the programme.

e Seminars, trainings, workshops and participation in regional events facilitate personal

contact with applicants, stakeholders and the public.

e Supporting materials (information leaflets, publications, brochures) are used for a

quick overview and orientation in the programme.
o Additionally, open days of successfully implemented projects are organised.
Monitoring and evaluation
The strategic internal result indicators are:
¢ the rate of awareness of the EU funds among target groups;
¢ the level of target groups' knowledge of the supported projects.

We monitor and evaluate the communication activities on an ongoing basis. To ensure the
effectiveness of communication, we monitor indicators at the level of outputs of the
communication tools. In the case of online tools, the programme's website is monitored for
traffic, while the evaluation of Twitter and Facebook is based on the number of followers, the
number of posts published, their impressions and the overall reach of the social networks. The
YouTube focuses on the number of subscribers and the number of video views. For
advertisements, we monitor the number of people reached and the total humber of media

campaigns implemented. For communication tools such as seminars, workshops, trainings or
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conferences, the monitored value is the total number of the implemented events and the

number of participants.

The specific targets and indicators are set in the annual communication plans. The plans

provide evaluation and information on achievement against the monitored indicators.
Budget

The communication of the programme is financed from the technical assistance of the

programme. The planned budget for the programming period is EUR 4.9 million.
Operations of strategic importance

The beneficiaries of operations of strategic importance must meet increased communication

and visibility requirements. Their basic duties include:
e using a visible EU emblem and co-financing declaration;

e organising communication activities focusing on environmental education, public
visibility of the project's benefits and on highlighting the positive changes the project
has brought to the region e.g. an open day, a guided tour, a competition, a press
conference with a press visit, an exhibition, a workshop, etc.

e informing and involving the European Commission and the managing authority in

communication actions and activities;
e presenting activities on social media.

Operations of strategic importance also have a dedicated section of the programme website.

8. Use of unit costs, lump sums, flat rates and
financing not linked to costs

Table 14: Use of unit costs, lump sums, flat rates and financing not linked to costs

From the adoption programme will make use of reimbursement of the
Union contribution based on unit costs, lump sums and flat rates
under the priority according to Article 94 CPR (if yes, fill in Appendix
1)

NO
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From the adoption programme will make use of reimbursement of the
Union contribution based on financing not linked to costs according
to Article 95 CPR (if yes, fill in Appendix 2)

NO
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Appendix 3: List of planned operations of strategic importance with a timetable

,F\’lgiority Name of the operation Beneficiary Ezpeet;tbﬁg

1 Kulturni a kreativni odvétvi - Krajska kulturni a kreativni kancelar - 4K Karlovarsky kraj 2022-2027
1 vl:astovka Mésto AS 2022-2027
1 Karlovarské inovacni centrum Karlovarsky kraj 2023-2026
1 Agentura pro transformaci Karlovarského kraje Karlovarsky kraj 2022-2027
1 Centrum lazeriského vyzkumu Institut lazenstvi a balneologie, v. v. i. 2022-2027
1 Krajsky Business Park Sokolov Karlovarsky kraj 2023-2027
1 Udrzitelna revitalizace a resocializace lokality Medard Sokolovska uhelnd, pravni nastupce, a. s. 2022-2027
1 Sokolovska investi¢ni a green development Sokolovska uhelna, pravni nastupce, a. s. 2022-2026
1 Regenerace brownfieldu Horsky hotel Klinovec a jeho okoli Mésto Bozi Dar 2023-2027
1 Chytra krajina 2030+ Ceska zemédslska univerzita 2022-2027
1 \F;::(;nstrukce Stfedni uméleckoprimyslové Skoly keramické a sklafské Karlovy Karlovarsky kraj 2022-2025
2 GET Centre Univerzita Jana Evangelisty Purkyné 2022-2027
2 Transformaéni centrum Usteckého kraje Ustecky kraj 2022-2027
2 Zavadéni vodikové mobility v Usti nad Labem Dopravni podnik mésta Usti nad Labem 2022-2026
2 H2 Triang| FOR H2ENERGY, s.r. 0. 2023-2025

70




Spolufinancovano  —
Evropskou unii Ministerstvo 2ivotaiho prostied|

llfl:)iority Name of the operation Beneficiary ![Ei)r;pe?;t)elg

2 SYNERGYS Ceska geologicka sluzba 2022-2026
2 Té&Zba lithia na Cinovci CEZ a.s. 2022-2025
2 Green Mine — celkova revitalizace a resocializace lomu CSA Sev.en Innovations, a. s. 2022-2027
2 Gigafactory CEZ, a.s. 2023-2024
2 Region univerzité, univerzita regionu Univerzita Jana Evangelisty Purkyné 2022-2027
2 Animace pro spravedlivou transformaci Usteckého kraje Krajské sdruzeni NS MAS 2022-2025
2 POZATR Urad prace Ceské republiky 2023-2027
3 Life & Environment Research Center Ostrava Ostravska univerzita 2022-2027
3 REFRESH Vysoka Skola barniska-TUO 2022-2027
3 CirkArena Materiélovy a metalurgicky vyzkum, s. r. 2023-2027
3 Centrum verfejnych energetiki Moravskoslezské energetické centrum 2023-2027
3 Cerna kostka Moravskoslezsky kraj 2022-2026
3 POHO Park Sdruzeni pro POHO Park, z. s. 2022-2025
3 PODOLUPARK Karvina PDI, a. s. 2022-2025
3 EDEN Karvina Slezska univerzita 2022-2027
3 MUSEum+ MUSEum+ 2023-2027
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llfl:)iority Name of the operation Beneficiary 'I[Ei)r;pe?;t)elg

3 Education District Dolni oblast Vitkovice, z. s. 2022-2027
3 Technologicka a podnikatelska akademie a digitalni, inovaéni a medialni laboratof Moravskoslezsky kraj 2022-2027
3 Centrum podnikani, profesnich a mezinarodnich studii Slezska univerzita 2022-2027
3 TRAUTOM — kompetence pro 21. stoleti Moravskoslezsky pakt zamestnanosti, z. 2022-2026

S.

72




